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The book I present to you is my collection of pictorial subjects 
and historiographic works.  

In publishing this book, I want to share with you my selection of beautiful 
and interesting subjects which I collected during more than ten years of research, 

I kept a regular journal of all I found of interest;  
I collected and arranged all the subjects myself in my style.  
My book tells very brief stories of Armenia and Armenians, 

with special attention to Iranian  Armenians, 
along with facinating tales from Armenian mythology     

                                                                                                   
 Alice  Navasargian 

Armenian ladies having afternoon tea in the backyard of their  home in Tabriz.
Geghuni, Venice, 1903  
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Genealogical Tree of Noah’s Descendants, Mount Ararat and Arax River. (Burin, XIII’, Paris).



In  memory of  my mother Astghik  Alaverdian born in
 Shushi ,  Karabagh,  1911,  and 

my father  Boghos Alexani  Minassians,  also Karabaghts i , 
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Hard t imes compel led the couple  to  emigrate  from Russia to  Iran in  1932, 
where they set t led in  Tabriz ,  Iran. 



The manner in which the whole earth was peopled by Noah and his descendents 

after the flood. It represents the human genealogical tree planted 

on Mount Ararat in Armenia.

Engraved for Universal Magazine, 1749, by J. Hinton, 

at the Kings Arms in St. Paul’s Church Yard, London, England.  



Preface

I begin this adventure with the mythical and historical tales from the time when our understanding of the world 
revolved around the wonderful and edifyng fables spun by our elders, as we gathered around their feet as 
young children. These rich stories simultaneously captured our imaginations and taught us valuable life lessons 
through their descriptions of the virtuous, heroic, and sometimes happy lives of our own people.  
For Armenians, storytelling is an important medium through which older generations communicate with 
younger generations to preserve the uniqueness of our culture.  
In modern society storytelling has been superseded by powerful new media such as the ubiquitous internet.  
While these new media have proven to be convenient, efficient, and immediate, there is clearly something lack-
ing from the style in which these messages are conveyed.  Information is clearly divided between cold fact and 
trivial pastime, and there is little synergy between the two.  The stories of the past, on the other hand, appeal 
to our hearts and minds. During this project, I have called on traditional storytelling as well as  modern media 
to introduce you, the reader,  briefly`to our history in general, and with special attention to Persian Armenians.
In order to understand and appreciate our story, in the begining, I have included a small overview of Armenian 
pictorial history, these are the stories, myths, heroes, and leaders that all Armenians have studied over the ages 
and that have certainly inspired the great works of the Renaissance men I write about. Permeating throughout 
these tales, both those based in reality and those mythical in nature, is a continuous and deep relation between 
two nation-states of Armenia and Persia. The Golden Bridges solidified by our great dignitaries and statesmen 
presented in this collection are quite evidently part of a long and intricate history.
These unique individuals always remained faithful to their native land, entirely dedicating themselves to its 
welfare, while striving, with pure thoughts and clear conscience, to be helpful to the enlightenment and pro-
gress of their adopted home. 
But the amazing aspect of their story is, that, wherever they lived, not only they never forgot their motherland, 
culture, or the bond with their ancestors, but did everything in their power to honor and defend the reputation 
of Armenia and the Armenian race. This book, in its narrative, is an epic sweep across centuries and nations, 
always exhilarating and occasionally sobering.  A chief portion of this book dedicated to relaying stories about 
Armenians` important both intellectually and socially, figures, whose past I’ve tried to make accessible both 
to your eyes and to your minds. My subjects are truly role models for the modern world. These are people 
who overcame almost insurmountable obstacles to achieve greatness in the world and who had the courage 
and foresight to cross continents and build legacies. They are pioneering historians, doctors, military figures, 
industrialists, educators, great patrons, musicians and artists. 
In reading this book you will be inspired by the stories about these amazing  Armenian figures.
You will also read the pleasant and  interesting travel memoirs of two European and six Armenian Legendaries, 
who in different times, for different reasons traveled to Persia: K. Porter, J. Dillon, Hrachia Adjaryan, 
Alexander Tamanyan, Vardges Surenyants, Martiros Saryan, Hakob Kojoyan, and Sarkis Khachaturian. 
I have gathered my information from hundreds of sources in Armenian, Farsi, Italian, English, French, German  
and Hindi.  My book at its core is a bountiful narrative-in-pictures drawn from hundreds of old books, maps, 
prints, photographs, posters, manuscripts, paintings and other treasures. I want to especially thank those who 
aided me in gathering this priceless information and documentation.  

         

                                                                                                                                   ALICE  NAVASARGIAN



ALINA   PAHLEVANIAN
Head of the Department of Ethnomusicology 

of Armenia “Komitas” State Conservatory 
(Music Academy)

Alice Navasargian is a true devotee of Armenian art and culture. She consistently and most diligently col-
lects information on outstanding Armenian artists, writers, political and public figures, merchants, manu-
facturers, and representatives of celebrated families. In 1997 Alice Navasargian published her first book 
which she entitled Golden Bridges: 20th Century Armenian Artists. The book is dedicated to painters born 
or living in Iran; it contains biographical data about them as well as color reproductions of their paintings. 
Two years later she produced another book: Armenian Women of the Stage. The study provides illustrated 
information about Armenian women performers: actresses, singers, and instrumentalists over the past 150 
years. Now we have Navasargian’s third book, unique for the impressive list of eminent personalities it 
spotlights, the fascinating historical information it offers, and the long period of time it covers: from the 
12th century to the present day. The book captivates the reader; it contains remarkable pages portray-
ing the great medieval physician Mkhitar Heratsi (12th century), the 16th-century historiographer Arakel 
Davrizhetsi, the best Armenian translator of Shakespeare Hovhannes Masehyan, and other distinguished 
Armenians such as the merchants of New Julfa who were quite powerful and well-known not only in 
Persia but also in the Caucasus, Russia, and Europe.
Alice Navasargian has also given an account of the activities of Persian Armenians in Venice; she has 
put a special emphasis on the story of the establishment of the famous Murad-Rafaelian School in Venice 
where many artists, writers, military commanders, and public figures studied. New Julfa is described as an 
important center and the birthplace of a number of prominent statesmen, writers, painters, merchants, and 
benefactors who left indelible traces in history. 
The celebrated Lazarian family, too, was descended from the class of the merchants of New Julfa and 
afterwards several generations of the Lazarians lived in Russia. They were high officials in the Russian 
court, leading industrialists, benefactors, and founders of educational institutions.Suffice it to mention 
some of the great personalities and families figuring in the book to make it clear what a major role Per-
sian Armenia played in the cultural life of the Armenian people: the Tumanian and Shahrimanian fami-
lies, Hakob  Hovnatanian, Alexander Mantashian, Raffi, Vardges Sureniants, Vrtanes Papazian, Hrachia 
Acharian, Yeghishe Charents, Ivan Galamian, and many others.Together with the author of the book, we 
the readers are filled with pride and deep respect for the Persian Armenians’ dignity, diligence, and desire 
for knowledge.Alice Navasargian, the author of this valuable book submitted to the readers judgment 
certainly deserves highest praise. Indeed the material she has so carefully and scrupulously gathered is a 
golden bridge that connects people, times, and countries with one another and helps to create the annals of 
the culture of the Armenian Land.       
 



Mrs. Alice Navasargian has undertaken a difficult and important task: to properly present Armenian culture to the world.  
By publishing the collected material in an English translation as well, the author succeeds in placing our national culture into 
international circulation.  Her devotion to Armenian art deserves highest respect.  The following fact is especially worthy 
of admiration. Being a native of Persian Armenia, the author has profoundly studied the history of both ancient and modern 
Persian-Armenian culture, has tried to summarize the life and work of outstanding figures – the creators of that history – and 
to evaluate the key role they have played in Armenian culture in general. 
The biographic information about those eminent personalities is given in the context of important events, the process of the 
formation of Persian-Armenian community, and the history of the powerful Armenian merchant class.
The valuable data that the author has gathered will significantly further subsequent studies.  From this point of view, Mrs. 
Navasargian’s contribution to Armenian culturology is undeniable.  
This book, I think, will arouse great interest and delight a multitude of readers.

 GEVORG  GEODAKIAN
Head of the Department of Music 

at the Art Institute of the 
Armenian National Academy of Sciences

Hollowed names look at us from the pages of this marvelous book…
The dray horses of the Armenian people… What a perfect arrangement! Step by step you enter a magic world to meet your 
parents and see your roots.
Such love, such reverence, such admiration for her country, her birthplace and her people… Admiration for the Armenian hu-
man, the people of the past, for the present and the future. The years’ arduous work of Alice Navasargian must not be wasted… 
If we were able to venerate and be proud of the author in an equally self-forgetful manner! 
What about the theme of friendship? What about the reciprocal enrichment of peoples? 
The tremendous power of art helps to understand, believe, and support each other…
How meaningfully and smoothly the writer passes to the Karabakh theme! A theme inseparable from us; it is we; what heroic 
figures and what a sweet language! One wonders whether the mountains and deep gorges of Karabakh are so huge or the peo-
ple’s shadows have embraced that world…  
My kind and industrious people, who dispersed throughout the world because of the horrible genocide at the dawn of the 
twentieth century, for about a hundred years have never eaten bread gratis in any foreign land. Quite the opposite, they have 
prospered the countries that sheltered them.
My young friend, take this volume, read and turn the pages, and let the feelings of pride, faith, and love open a small, very 
small source in your imagination. And let the water, flow worldwide and then return, pour into the paradise called Armenia and, 
recalling once again the heroes of this book, burst like the poet of genius: 
“Do not mix us with your wild bearish tribes!”
My dear sister, this work of yours, too, is a monument like the previous two. A monument to your parents, your offspring, your 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, your unforgettable husband of blessed memory; to you and your Armenia.

YERVAND KAZANCHIAN
Peoples Artist of the Reoublic of Armenia

State Award Laureate



Ha3 m,agov3;i hydazodman nwirwa/ Alis Nawasarcyani artyn hradaragman
badrasda/ nor hadorin /ano;analow5 naq hi,yxi nra ovsman darinyri
awardix sgso. Iranaha3 ngari[nyrin wyrapyro. yv ha3gagan m,agov3;i
zanazan j3ov.yri harsdaxmanu masnagix da.antawor arwysdacydovhinyrin
nwirwa/ cor/yru5 oronx inknahadovg ,arovnagov;3ovn e gazmovm nyrga /awalovn 
hadoru1 A3sdy. untcrgwa/ yn !(6@)rt taryri n,anawor cro.nyr5 ngari[nyr5
yra=i,dnyr5 jardarabydnyr5 waja-agannyr oronx sdy./acor/agan yv
parycor/agan g3anku himnagi5 nayv masamp gabwa/ yn Ha3asdani hnacov3n
harywan Iranin1 Qorhrta/ylow Nawasarcyani yrgaram3a a,qadanki masin5
garyli e asyl5 or na m,agov;aba,d e yv hi,3al hadornyrow qormdah.axovm ovni` 
nor syrovntnyrin gabwa/ bahyl irynx povn armadnyrin5 artnaxno.5 lovsaworo. 
ov ba3/a- wyrun;axi ca.a'arnyr /no. ma3rm,agov3;in777
Xanganovm ym ,y,dyl nayv5 or4 nyrga hadori dyksda3in masyrin zovcortwo. 
;y hy.inagnyri yv ;y nranx cor/yri ov jardarabydagan go;o.nyri
hinawovrx5 naqnagan lovsangarnyri zcali masu an/ano; e yv ungalwylow
ipryv ha3dnov;3ovn hovzovm5 ovraqaxnovm yn1

 The magnificent thick volume entitled the Immortals, by Alice Navasargian is a result of many years’ work.  From the enormous 
material reflecting the Armenians and Armenian-Iranian relationship, she has collected with love and devotion and presented 
in chronological order, according to her choice and taste, significant events, eminent personalities and cultural phenomena.
The relations between two old neighbouring countries of the region, Armenia and Iran, are from one end covered with the mist 
of millennia and from the other, they reach our days.  These connections include not only treaties and mutual help but also 
conflicts and bloody wars.  Among the neighbouring countries, Iran is the one with whom Armenia’s relations are the oldest, 
the richest, the most variegated and, at the same time, the most interwoven.  That is why it is impossible to study the history 
of either country separately. 
Alice Navasargian was born and studied in Iran, which played a decisive role in the creation of this book: together with the 
Armenian material, she has freely used various Persian sources when necessary and has also consulted literature in English. 
The book contains numerous images and photos carefully chosen and copied from old and rare books as well as periodicals. 
It is so lavishly illustrated, that while simply turning the pages one seems to pass through centuries, getting a vivid impression 
of the motherland’s history imbued with affectionate feelings.  The value of any work dedicated to the Iranian-Armenian ties 
is particularly high today, when the strengthening of friendly relations with Iran is of vital importance for Armenia shut in the 
Turkish-Azerbaijanian blockade.  In this respect, it would be hardly possible to find a more appropriate title than Iran-Armenia: 
A Golden Bridge.  Among the old and new works which have built the golden bridge of Iranian-Armenian cooperation, 
friendship, cultural and historical relations, Alice Navasargean’s work creates a new beam of light.

<AHYN QA{ADRYAN

SHAHEN KHACHATOURIAN
Art Historian;  

President of  Museum of St. Edjmiatsin

STEPHAN TOPCHIAN



8Anmahnyr7 ngarazart mi =o.owa/ov` Ha3asdani5 ha3yri yv iranaha3yri masin97 a3sbes e wyrnacryl ir 

nor sdwara/awal cirku m,agov;apan Alis Nawasarcyanu1 A3n par2rorag5 badgyrazart dy.ygadwov;3ovn 

e myr azca3in timac/i masin5 'or2` bahbanyl yv wyr hanyl ka.akagir; a,qarhi a-a] ha3 =o.owrti 

arwysdi5 /ysyri5 hykia;nyri5 lycyntnyri yv hawadaliknyri hma3kn ov martasiragan cy.yxgov;3an 

par2rar=yk nmov,nyru1 Trank a3n 6osge gamovr]nyrn yn6 8Nawasarcyani crkyrix mygi wyrnaciru95 oronk 

nor qork yv imasd yn dalis martgov;3an mdki yv hocov badmov;3an anwyr] /awalovn un;axkin1 

Alis Nawasarcyani hawaka/ badmagan n3ov;n ov qid ngarazartwa/ lycyntnyrn ov anmah azca3in 

hyrosnyru my/ ar=yk yn o[ mia3n ha35 a3lyv 0dar un;yrxo.nyri hamar1 Yv na3ylow crki badmagan tybkyr ov 

tymkyr badgyro. ngarnyrin5 t=waranovm ys azadwyl a3n mdkix5 or badmov;3ovnu o[ awyli ovsanyli e5 kan 

sbantanoxu5 or myr hinawovrx badmapannyru irawaxi yn` qa.a.ov;3ovnn ov o.]amdov;3ovnu hasanyli yn 

my/ masamp /qaxo. awyragnyri wra5 oru mynk =a-ancovm ynk ancov; ov=yri ta=an ka3lyrix hydo1 A3s crki 

ngarazartovmnyru na3ylow yv gartalow qnamkow dy.atrwa/ dyksdyru5 cidagxovm ys5 or myr badmov;3ovnu 

,ad hajaq crwyl e ar3amp ov ar3ovnahy.ov;3amp5 yv a3t ar3ovnn ov ardasovku min[ hima [yn [oranovm1 Ta e 

badja-nyrix mygu5 or ha3 =o.owovrtu amrabntyl e krisdonyagan hawadn ov dysilku tarytar yv maka-yl 

hanovn sdy./acor/agan gadarylov;3an5 2cdyl amynawsym5 amynamartga3in yv paxar2ag ar=yknyru1 

Cirku ]n]ovm e ba,donagan tar2a/ badmov;3an yv un;yrxo.i mi]yv mi,d co3ov;3ovn ovnyxo. sahmanu1 }n]ovm 

e a-a]in hyr;in ir anmi]agan5 badgyrazart5 mdyrmig donow1 Yv a3s paxadro. dyksdyri ,norhiw e5 or 

har3ovram3agnyri ha3ox badmov;3ovnu ta-novm e dysanyli6,o,a'yli5 paxadryli6ungalyli1 Yv a-ad 0cdacor/

wa/ ngarnyri yv lovsangarnyri ha3dnov;3ovnu my/abes nbasdovm e a3s crki 3ovr0rinag ungalwa/ badmagan 

ha3dnov;3ovnu amyn magartagi un;yrxo.i hamar1 

AlisNawasarcyanu ,ad zca3ovn e azca3in ar=yknyri sy'aganov;3an hantyb1 Na myr azci hinawovrx 

badmov;3an5 m,agov;a3in trsyworovmnyri yv soworov;3ovnnyri 'a-apanovmn ov cnahadovmu ovri, azcyri 

ha,win [i anovm1 Nra crkovm norix g3anki go[wa/ ha3ox hinawovrx lycyntnyrn ov badmagan gyrbarnyru 

himk ovnyn yv ta e crki my/acov3n ar=yknyrix mygu1Co.;an yrgyrix min[yv myr 0ryru hasno. =o.owrtagan yv 

badmagan himk ovnyxo. a3s badovmnyru myrg abaranox [yn5 orowhydyv badgyrazart e]yri hyd miasin 

trank qisd hawasdi yn tar2novm a3s crki cy.acidoryn harovsd ho3agab e]yru1

A3s crkovm Alis Nawasarcyanu ha3ox badmov;3an asdy.a3in bahyru un;yrxo.in e nyrga3axnovm 

hnacov3n timangarnyri yv s3ov=yda3in gdawnyri ,norhiw5 oronk my/arovm ov 'a-apanovm yn badmagan 

iratar2ov;3ovnnyru5 anx3ali ov nyrga3i hyrosagan tymkyru` a3n amynu5 in[u srporyn bahbanwa/ e myr 

m,agov3;i yv craganov;3an my]1 Cirku naq ka3l a- ka3l5 badmagan 'asdyri himan wra ka.akagir; 

a,qarhin badmovm ov xov3x e dalis a3n garyoracov3n bahyru5 oronk dy.i yn ovnyxyl ir ha3rynikovm5  

hazaram3agnyri qsada,ovn[ =amanagnyrow anxa/ Ha3asdanovm1 

A3s cirku hra,ali badgyrazart ,kyr; e` ha3ox badmov;3an hin ov nor =amanagnyri 2ovla/o un;axk1 

Cirku srpazan tar2a/ ha3ox ho.i yv nra =amanagnyri5 badmagan yv cragan trsyvorovmnyri azniw 

ardaxolovmn e1 A3n ar2acankovm e a3nbisi yryvov3;nyri5 oronk ar=ananovm yn ov,atrov;3an irynx

paro3acidagan5 badmagan5 cy.acidagan5 ka.akagan5 m,agov;a3in yv artiagan ov..wa/ov;3amp1 

Alis Nawasarcyani cirku ir dysagydi my] nor qosk yv imasd e pyrovm5 badmagan ov ngarazart 

tasagarcman ,norhiw ar=ykaworylow myr badmov;3ovnn ov nra anmah hyrosnyrin1 Cirku ahacnaco[ e5 

yv imasdalix1 A3n myr azci wsym hocov m,agov;a3in an2nacirn e yv badgyru` a,qarhi polor /a3ryrovm1 

Srdanx ,norhaworovm ym Alis Nawasarcyani a3s ho3agab  2y-nargovmu yv ma.;ovm nran noranor 

ha]o.ov;3ovnnyr1

Dr. ARTEM HAROUTUNIAN
Author, Poet, Linguist 

Professor of Modern Languages, 
State University of Armenia



It would be difficult to point out a more delightful, soul-inspiring, mysterious, fascinating country on the surface 
of the globe than Armenia, the land of the Terrestrial Paradise, the resting-place of Noah’s Ark, the native home of 
that fear-dispelling wine which has drowned more human lives and wrecked more human hopes than the billows of 
the tempest-tossed ocean. The most eloquent description in words, the most ideal representation on canvas, would 
be powerless to produce the ineffable impressions which the traveller experiences when he gazes awestruck on its 
snow-capped mountains, on whose spotless heights once dwelt the dread deities of forgotten peoples, and which 
now seem to overhang the world, when he watches its rapid rivers madly tearing along through narrow fissures in 
the hard, unyielding stone, when he views its gigantic rocks, hurled mayhap by the angry Titans in their wars with 
the gods, whose sides time has covered with a mantle of vegetation; when he contemplates its yellow corn-fields, 
and treads his way through its sweet-smelling groves and masses of mingling shade. Armenia is a country of strong 
contrasts, of opposite extremes, of heat and cold, light and shade, drought and moisture, and contains more dark 
mysteries awaiting the solution of the future naturalist, geographer, philologist, and historian than Central Africa, 
Central America, and Hindoostan taken together. 
The ethnologist is still in doubt to what branch of the great European family the Armenian people belongs; the 
philologist has not yet classified their language, the antiquarian knows next to nothing of their early history. There 
are rivers in Armenia whose course, like that of Tigris, has still to be explored; cities occupying the sites of dried-
up lakes; petrifying lakes, the sluggish surge of whose deep-blue waters is the only sound now heard on the spot 
where populous cities flourished when the human race was young; towns which for part of the year are rivergirt 
islands; woods whose soul-dissolving odour is unknown outside the neighbourhood of old Eden; caves scooped 
out of massive rocks, which lead through endless windings to mysterious halls and unexplored recesses where 
“dead men hang their mute thoughts” on the walls around—men whose household words before Babylon became 
Semitic, and when the simple law of Accad was still administered within its walls; adamantine rocks covered with 
quaint inscriptions and strange devices which the prying eye of an irreverent world has not yet been able to read 
like awful spells destined hereafter to save the human race from a second deluge or a universal conflagration; slabs 
of stone on which are carved, in arrow-headed characters, the childish boasts, the patriotic hopes, and the pious 
sentiments of Darius the King; cities paved over with the wreck of days departed; stupendous columns and wild 
“images of more than man” whose history and purpose are no longer remembered, and ere?, mouldering walls. 
“On which dull Time Feeds like a  slow fire upon a hoary brand.” The centre of this interesting country is Van, 
with its lake of bitter salt water and solitary species of fish, four thousand seven hundred feet above the sea level, 
the scenery round which is said to have sent the great Semiramis into ecstasies, which she forthwith embodied in 
architectural fancies, which our grandchildren may yet succeed in interpreting. And in sober truth nothing could be 
more impressive to the traveller approaching from the north, and suddenly catching a glimpse of the western shore, 
it seems a corner snatched from Paradise. To the east the lake is protected by snow-capped mountains, whose feet 
lie nestling the island of Aktamar, like the refreshing shadow ot a passing cloud; and on the north, by the rugged 
Subhan Dagh, on whose crest Noah and his companions are said to have rested after six weeks’ sojourn ‘a the 
stuffy ark. The citadel of Van, on the dizzy summit of an immense rock rising bolt upright in the centre of a natural 
amphitheatre, deserves to rank as one of the wonders of the world. 
The roads leading to Western Armenia and Persia pass through the venerable town of Van, formerly called Semi-
ramis-city, the vineyards and orchards of which would have gladdened the heart of Hafiz himself. Ani the city of 
colossal ruins, in which the treasures of the Kings of Kings were preserved; Armavir, to the K’rth of the Araces, 
formerly the residence of Armenian monarchs, where holy palm-trees grew, the rustle of whose palmate leaves 
was the language chosen by the gods of old to make known their behests to men of good-will;Vagharshabad, said

Armenia and Her People
By Emil J. Dillon, 1898, (Travel to ... Armenia)



to have been built by King Ervant I., six hundred years before our era, and now shrunk to the dimensions of the large 
but solitary Monastery of Etchmiadzin, in which Catholicos, or Patriarch of all Armenia, resides; Erzeroum, in the 
valley once occupied by a lake; Kemak, whose walls exhibit the only specimen of a strange style of architecture 
never seen elsewhere; Egin, in a deep valley of the Euphrates, screened by mountains that rise four thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, whose slopes are covered with smiling gardens gracefully laid out on terraces one above 
the other, the -’souses being buried, as it were, in forests and groves that subdue into soft sight the glare of the mid-
day sun. Egin may not be the paradise of the  Bible; but it is the Eden of modern Armenians, who toil and moil from 
youth to middle age, happy if they can lay by a sufficiency to enable them to retire thither, to enjoy a foretaste of the 
dreamy pleasures and luxurious repose that they hope for in a better world. Then there is the quaint, melancholy city 
of Tahti-Soliman, whose venerable ruins are reflected in the clear, cold, petrifactive waters of the tiny lake in their 
centre, like blades of sapless grass left standing by the scythe of Time. A feeling of intense depression steals over one 
at night, when the ill-boding cry of the spectral-owl breaks in upon the deathlike stillness that reigns in the reputed 
birthplace of  Zoroaster, the city in which was jealously guarded for ages the holy fire descended from heaven, at 
which were periodically lighted all the fires and flames that blazed and burned throughout the world of Magi.Whith-
ersoever we turn our steps, to the north, south, east, or west, the ground we tread is holy. 76It is history-stratified. 
Here it was that the confluent streams of old-world humanity met and mingled, seethed and foamed, leaving a ferti-
lizing deposit on the shores of the surrounding countries that proved of inestimable service to the growth of civiliza-
tion. Like most of the principalities and kingdoms that comprise what may be termed New-Europe, Armenians have 
a glorious history, and, unlike them, were an ancient people before the Slav or the Englishman, the German or the 
Scandinavian, was dreamt of. They raised the standard of rebellion against Darius Hystaspes, and he himself informs 
us with scrupulous minuteness in his longest arrow-headed inscription what endless trouble it cost him to drive them 
back to their allegiance, first sending an Armenian general to stamp out the insurrection, and after he had won three 
battles to little purpose, giving the command to a Persian, who had to fight two more before he succeeded in making 
a lasting  impression. Among the bravest of the ill-starred Xerxes in Greece were Armenian warriors, and in the first 
century B. C. we find an Armenian King of Kings, Tigranes, ruling with a rod of iron over Syria, Phoenicia, Alicia, 
Galatia, etc., transplanting whole colonies of Greeks from Cappadocia to Mesopotamia and Arabs from their native 
places to the banks pf the Euphrates, executing insubordinate vassal kings and warring with the Romans and the Par-
thians. Numberless have been the rotations of Fortune’s wheel since then, bringing alternately change for the better, 
and change for the worse, till today we see Armenia, like Poland, parcelled out between three neighboring powers, 
Russia, Turkey and Persia, and her children sitting down by the waters of Modern Babylon and weeping when they 
remember the faded glories of Van and Ani. At no period of their history have they lost the wild spirit of independ-
ence which characterized them in antiquity. In the fourth century of our era, for instance, they seemed politically 
to have sunk to the very bottom of a sea of misfortunes and miseries. They were then Persian subjects, and were as 
much the property of the King as the slave is a chattel of his master. Yet when it was a question of compelling them 
to change their lately adopted Christianity for the worship of Ormuzd, the Gospel of Christ for the ZendAvesta, 
they rose up one and all, men, women, and children, and shook the throne of Yezdignerd to its foundations. In like 
manner, a few years ago, when the Russian Government ordered them to consent to change the Constitution of that 
ancient Church of theirs, they steadfastly refused, and men who under different circumstances would almost barter 
their human dignity for “a ribbon to stick in their coats,” resisted the imperial commands like heroes, preferring the 
apparently inevitable alternative of the mines of Siberia.It is the future of this country, the destinies of these, its old-
est inhabitants, that are meant by the term Armenian people; and with this difficult problem the Allied nations will 
be called upon to deal at no distant date.   
                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                         Emil J. Dillon, 1898



View of Mt. Ararat and Araxes River (by; T. Taylor, Paris, 1878). 

MOUNT ARARAT

The Bible says that Noah’s ark landed on the mountains of Ararat. The region of Ararat, was the name of an ancient 
Armenian kingdom also known as Urartu. Nonetheless, one particular tradition identifies the mountain as Mount 
Masis, the highest peak in the Armenian Highland, which is therefore called Mount Ararat. 
Dr. Friedrich Parrot, with the help of Khachatur Abovian, was the first explorer in modern times to reach the sum-
mit of Mount Ararat, subsequent to the onset of Russian rule in 1829. Abovian and Parrot crossed the Aras River 
and headed to the Armenian village of Agori situated on the northern slope of Ararat 4,000 feet above sea level. 
Following the advice of Harutiun Alamdarian of Tbilisi, they set up a base camp at the Monastery of Saint Hakob 
some 2,400 feet higher, at an elevation of 6,375 feet. Abovian was one of the last travelers to visit Agori and the 
monastery before a disastrous earthquake completely buried both in May 1840. Their first attempt to climb the 
mountain, using the northeastern slope, failed as a result of lack of warm clothing.Six days later, on the advice of 
Stepan Khojiants, the village chief of Agori, the ascent was attempted from the northwestern side. After reaching 
an elevation of 16,028 feet they turned back because they did not reach the summit before sundown. They reached 
the summit on their third attempt at 3:15 p.m. on October 9, 1829. Abovian dug a hole in the ice and erected a 
wooden cross facing north. Abovian also picked up a chunk of ice from the summit and carried it down with him 
in a bottle, considering the water holy. On November 8, Parrot and Abovian climbed up Lesser Ararat. Impressed 
with Abovian’s thirst for knowledge, Parrot arranged for a Russian state scholarship for Abovian to study at the 
University of Dorpat in 1830. In 1845, the German mineralogist Otto Wilhelm Hermann von Abich climbed Ararat 
with Abovian. Abovian’s third and last ascent to Ararat was with the Englishman Henry Danby Seymour in 1846.
In 1848 Khachatur Abovian mysteriously disappeared. Some belive he was either executed or exiled to Siberia.. 



These inaccessible summits have never been trodden by the foot of man since the days of Noah, if even then.  For 
my idea is, that the ark rested in the space between these heads, and not on the top of either.  Various attempts 
have been made, in different ages, to ascend these tremendous mountain-pyramids, but in vain. Their form, 
snows, and glaciers are insurmountable obstacles: the distance being so great, from the commencement of the icy 
region to the highest points, cold alone would be the destruction of any person who should have the hardihood 
to persevere. On viewing Mount Ararat from the northern side of the plain, its two heads are separated by a wide 
cleft, or rather glen, in the body of the mounain.  “Yerevan, it is here, indeed, that we find ourselves touching the 
earliest ages of the world.  The dates of some of our most ancient cities in Europe appear but of yesterday, when 
compared with the ages which have passed over the mighty ruins, which still exist in these primeval countries.   
                            
                                                                                                                               (Sir  Robert Ker Porter, 1821)
                                                                                                                                                   (Travel to Armenia...)
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View of Mt. Ararat and Yerevan (by; Sir Robert Ker Porter, 1822).



St. MESROP mashdots 

By the Middle Ages, Agathangelus’ book was translated into a number of languages, including Greek, Arabic, 
Syriac, Latin, Georgian, Ethiopian, and Coptic.  He narrates the fall of the Parthian Arsacids in Persia and the victory 
of the Sassanians, vividly describing details of those events.  Zenob Glak, a pupil and secretary of St. Gregory the 
Illuminator, told the story of pagan resistance to Christianity and a chronicle of the province of Daron.  
Another “History of Armenia,” attributed to Pawstos Biuzand, covered the period between 330 and 387.  It begins 
with Khosrov II Kotak’s accession to the throne and concludes with the division of Armenia between Sassanid 
Persia and Rome.  This book is an indispensable source for the study of the history of Persia in the 4th century.  Some 
scholars believe that the Byzantine historiographer of the 6th century Procopius of Caesarea drew information from 
it.  Biuzand’s work has been translated into French, German, Russian, English, and Italian.  Ghazar Parpetsi in his 
“History of Armenia” narrates Armenia’s war of liberation against Sassanid Persia.  His work covering the events 
of 387-486 is regarded as one of the best primary sources for the history of relations between the Armenians and 
Persians in the late 4th and 5th centuries.  The “History of Vardan and the Armenian War” by Yeghishe is another 
valuable historiographic work.  It describes the great rebellion of the Armenians against Persia in the mid-5th cen-
tury and gives significant information about the geography of Persia, the social and political situation in the country, 
its army, the Persians’ everyday life, and the Zoroastrian religion.  It has been translated into several languages, 
reflecting foreign Orientalists’ keen interest in Yeghishe’s book.

The Armenian language is recognized as an independent 
Indo-European language, spoken by the ancient 

population of Armenia in fusion with predominate 
Indo-European people.  Classical Armenian was used in 

literature until the 19th century and is still used in modern 
Gregorian-Armenian Church service.  The Armenian 
alphabet, which was invented in 404 AD by Mesrop 

Mashdots, is unique; its 36 letters correspond excellently with 
the Armenian phonetic system.  Modern Armenian 

added to it an “o” and an “f.” 
Mesrop Mashdots and the early classical Armenian 
scholar Catholicos Sahak (d. 438), along with their 
disciples, wrote canonical, liturgical, didactic, and 

epistolary works and translated the Bible; European 
scholars called the Armenian Bible the 

‘Queen of Translations.
’The most ancient Armenian historian is Agathangelus. 

He was the secretary of King Tiridates, in the fourth century. 
Agathangelus’ book “History of Armenia’s Conversion to 
Christianity,” written in the Armenian language, is the first 
contemporary record of the great empires of the time.  This 
text is an essential source for the early Christian and pre-
Christian periods; it provides unique insight into pagan gods 

worshipped in Armenia and neighboring territories.  
It is no coincidence that Agathangelus has drawn the 

attention of many foreign scholars.  

Armenian Historiographers from Early and late medieval ages 
record and comment upon armenia and its relationship 

with the neighboring countries 



Moses of Khorene (Movses Khorenatsi), surnamed “kerthogh,” or the “grammarian poet,” is regarded by the  
Armenians as the first of their classical writers.  He wrote books on history, rhetoric, and geography.  His first work is a 
complete “History of Armenia,” starting with the origins of the Armenian people and continuing until the author’s own time. 
He was the greatest authority in medieval Armenian literature and was honored with epithets like “father of historiography” 
and “father of poetry.”  His ‘History of Armenia’ concludes with the removal of the Armenian throne from the Arsacid dy-
nasty in 428  (whereby Armenia lost its independence) and the death of Mesrop Mashtots in 440.   
Khorenatsi refers to a number of Greek and Syriac literary works, some of which do not survive and are only known to the 
academic world thanks to him.  He uses a variety of sources such as Herodotus, Josephus Flavius, Polycrates, 
Manethon., as well as documents, inscriptions, and the folklore of the Armenians and other peoples.
Khorenatsi’s ‘History’ contains rich material related of Persia.  It helps to clarify many complicated problems of the 
history of Sassanid Iran and even provides some data concerning Persian folk tales.  For instance, Khorenatsi records the 
name of the Iranian hero Rustam long before Ferdousi’s Shahnameh (the myth of Biuraspi Azhdahak, about whom he speaks 
in a separate chapter entitled “From the Persian Fables: On Biuraspi Azhdahak”).  The English scholar Edward Braun writes 
that Rustam’s name has been found only in one or two writings, namely in late Pahlavi texts, whereas Khorenatsi had already 
written about Rustam’s exploits. 
The History of Armenia is an internationally acknowledged important source. Armenian and foreign historians and philolo-
gists have been studying it for more than two hundred years.  Khorenatsi’work is translated into French, German, Italian, 
Russian, English, Greek, Persian, and other languages. 

MOVSES  KHORENATSI
Painting by A. Fetvajian



YEZNIK  KOGHBATSI
Painting by A. Fetvajian

Another remarkable work of the 5th century is the “Refutation of the Sects” by Yeznik Koghbatsi.  From the posi-
tion of Christian ideology, the author criticizes the main principles of the Zoroastrian religion and the sects that had 
appeared in Iran under the Sassanid Kingdom.  In his outstanding work, Yeznik develops a well-argued monotheis-
tic doctrine based on philosophical and theological propositions.  He discusses, in particular, four sects of his time, 
thus dividing his text into four parts: “Refutation of the Pagan Sects,” “Refutation of the Persian Sect,” “Refutation 
of the Greek Sages’ Beliefs,” and “Refutation of Marcion’s Sect.”    Further valuable data on Persia, Armenia, and 
the neighboring countries are found in the “Geography” attributed to Anania Shirakatsi (7th century). 
“The History of Armenia” by historiographer Sebeos is one of the most eminent literary sources of the 7th century.  
The author describes in detail the military campaigns of Emperor Heraclius of Persia as well as the first Arab 
invasions of Armenia, Mesopotamia, and the Byzantine Empire.  The data concerning Iran are of paramount 
importance.  Sebeos narrates events that occurred during his lifetime; the information in the History concerning the 
last period of Sasanian rule is thus considerably reliable.  Interestingly, he also mentions the fable of Khosrov and 
Shirin, widespread in the East, as well as the Epos of Spandiat (Esfandiar), a hero of Persia.

“Refutation of the Sects”:

“Refutation of the Pagan Sects”

“Refutation of the Persian Sect,” 

“Refutation of the Greek Sages’ Beliefs,” 

“Refutation of Marcion’s Sect.”

Yeznik Koghbatsi records great 
historical events  in his 

writings of the 5th century. 

“we do not aim at conquering 
through iniquity

but rather desire to teach 
through integrity”

yeznik koghbatsi 

5th c.



The “History of Taron” by the 7th-century author Hovhan Mamikonian is also worth mentioning.  Mamikonian tells 
the story of the heroic struggle of the Armenian people against Sassanid Iran in the 6th and 7th centuries.  
The “Universal History” by Stepanos Taronetsi Asoghik (10th-11th centuries) views the history of Armenia in the 
context of contemporary events in other countries of the region.  His narrative covers the Caucasus, Iran, Asia Minor, 
and the Near East. 
Grigor Magistros’ (11th century) Letters contain noteworthy material about Iranian culture. 
The text of the 12th-century author Samuel Anetsi is entitled “Compilation from the Works of Historiographers.” 
He refers to numerous writings by his predecessors and provides, together with other valuable data, chronological 
information on the royal dynasties of Persia, Armenia, and the Byzantine Empire.  Kirakos Gandzaketsi (13th cen-
tury), in his “History of Armenia,” writes about the conquests of the Mongols and the Tartars in Iran, Armenia, and 
Caucasian  Albania.  Gandzaketsi’s book is an essential source for the history of the Hulavian state.  
Further indispensable sources for the history of Iran and the Middle East are the historiographic works by Aristakes 
Lastivertsi (11th century), Mattheos Urhayetsi (12th century), Vartan Areveltsi (13th century), and Stepanos Or-
belian (13th century).  They contain reliable information on the social, political, economic, and cultural life in Persia 
and Near Eastern countries.  
Grikor Akanetsi (13th century) wrote the History of the Nation of the Archers (i.e. the Mongols), which deals with 
Armeno-Mongol relations in the 13th century.  There are numerous data in this book concerning the language, eve-
ryday life, governmental system, and tax policy of the Mongols.
The Tragedy of the Invasion of Tabriz was written by Simeon Aparantsi (16th-17th centuries).  He gives an eyewit-
ness account of the tragic conquest of Tabriz by the Turks in 1585.   
Iranian history of the 16th-17th centuries is also recorded in the works of Grikor Daranaghtsi, Zakaria Sargawak, 
Zakaria Aguletsi, Augustinus Bajetsi, Kostan Jughayetsi, Khachatur Jughayetsi, Sargis Gilantsi, Abraham 
Kretatsi, Simeon Yerevantsi, and Gevorg Dpir Palatetsi.

STEPANOS  ASOGHIK
Painting by A. Fetvajian



The most outstanding representative of 17th-century Armenian historiography is Arakel Davrizhetsi.  In his History, he 
deals with the events of 1602-1662.  Davrizhetsi is the first Armenian author whose work was published during his lifetime 
(Amsterdam, 1669).  As a reliable primary source, the History has always been a focus of interest for Iranian historians. 
The French scholar M. Brosset translated into French and published it in 1874, as M. Brosset, Collections d’historiens 
Armeniens.  The Iranian historian Nasr-Allah Falsafi in his four-volume monograph “The Life of Shah Abbas I” has ex-
tensively drawn information from Davrizhetsi, mentioning his work as the most comprehensive and trustworthy source 
for the history of 17th-century Iran. 
In the 1840s, Stepanos Nazaryan (1814-1879) headed the Department of the Armenian Language at one of the most 
significant centers of Oriental studies in Russia, the University of Kazan.  Later, from 1850 to 1879, he was professor of 
Persian language and literature at the Lazarean Seminary in Moscow.  One of Nazaryan’s best Iranological works is his 
doctoral thesis on Ferdousi’s Shahnameh (which initiated the study of Ferdousi in Russia and Armenia).  Nazaryan was the 
first propagator of classical Persian poetry in Russia.  Among his other remarkable works is the excellent Russian transla-
tion of Saadi’s Gulistan, on which he worked for many years, studying the Persian original and the Turkish commentaries 
on it.  From all the manuscripts, he chose the “Kolliat of Tabriz,” which gave him the opportunity to render the text.   In 
his journal Hiusisapayl, too, Nazaryan published poems by the classics of Persian poetry Jami, Saadi, Rumi, Khayyam, 
Hafez, Molana, Shams Tabrizi, as well as articles about them. 
At the beginning of the 20th century, a number of eminent Armenian scholars and writers were involved in Iranian studies.  
Among them were Kerovbe Patkanyan, Karapet Yezyan, Grigor Khalatyan, Mkrtich Emin, Davit Melik  Shahnaz-
arian, Mesrop Tagheadian, and H. Tireakyan.  In his study entitled Emamat, Atrpet (Sargis Mubayajian, 1860-
1937) discusses the ideology and international views of the Shia Muslims of Iran.  In his other work, Babi and Bahai, he 
examines the religious and political aspects of Babuism, which in the 1840s and 1850s, had numerous adherents in Iran.  
Contemporary Armenian Iranologists continue their predecessors’ work . They mainly focus on various aspects of present-
day Iran.  Many distinguished Iranian historians and writers have rated high the rich material on Iran found in Armenian 
literature.  Among them are:  
Mir Sadeghi, Shapur, Mokhadam, Kianush, Hedayati, Nafisi, and Beh Azini.  

The Dove of Masis



The Armenian monk, poet, mystical philiosopher and theologian Grikor Narekatsi is a canonized saint.  
He was born circa 950, to a family of scholarly clergy.  His father Khosrow, was an archbishop.  After losing 
his mother at a young age, Grikor entered Narek Monastery on the South-East shore of Lake Van, and spent 
most of his life there, in Vaspurakan, Greater Armenia, (now in Turkey).  In the first millennium of Christianity, 
Narek Monastery was a thriving center of learning.  Accordingly, these were relatively quiet, creative times for 
Armenia, before the Turkic and Mongol invasions which changed Armenian life forever.  By this time, Armenia 
was experiencing a renaissance in literature, painting, architecture and theology; and St. Grikor was a leading 
figure.  Narekatsi’s poetry is deeply biblical and is permeated with images, themes and realities of sacred history, 
distinguished with intimate, personal character.  “Book of Lamentations” or “Prayers Book,” published in 1673 in 
Marseille, France, has been translated into many languages and has played a significant role in the development 
of Armenian literary language. 
The prayers of St. Grikor Narekatsi since the beginning of Christianity have been recognized as gems of Christian 
literature.  He called his book an “encyclopedia of prayer for all nations.”  St Grikor, at the request of his brethren, 
set out to find an answer to an imponderable question: what can one offer to God, our creator, who already has 
everything and knows everything better than we could ever express it.  To this question posed by the prophets, 
psalmists, apostles and saints, he gives a humble answer- the sighs of the heart- expressed in his Book of Prayer. 
In 95 grace-filled prayers St. Grikor draws on the exquisite potential of the Classical Armenian language to 
translate the pure sighs of the broken and contrite heart into an offering of words pleasing to God.  The result is 
an edifice of faith for the ages, unique in Christian literature for its rich imagery, its subtle theology, its Biblical 
erudition, and the sincere immediacy of its communication with God. 
He describes his prayer book: “Its letters like my body, its message like my soul.”  St. Grikor passed in the year 
1003, at approximately 50 years of age. 

Painting by A. Fetvajian

Grikor (GREGORy) NAREKATSi



Brief history 
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Armenia & Armenians
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Armenia is one of the first nations of the world and has been populated  since the 
Bronze age, 4000-2200 B.C. 

 The first sources referring to historical Armenia are the ethnonyms of Hittites such as Hayasa Azzi 
which place the tribe during 1500-1200 BC, in the western Armenian Highlands.  

Pharaoh Thutmose III of Egypt, in the 33rd year of his reign, in 1446 B.C., in a manuscript, mentions 
the people of Ermenen, and states about their land, “heaven rests upon it for pillars.”   

The Assyrians called the land  Nairi, “Land of Rivers.”   During the Iron Age, 9th c. - 585 B.C., when 
the Urartian Kingdom flourished in the Armenian Higlands, the first King` Aram, called himself the 

“King of Kings”; that title became traditionally Urartian.  
King Sarduri I, 834-828 B.C., made Tushpa (modern Van) his capital.  His son, Ihpuinis, extended 
the borders of his land throughout Urmia (modern Rezaye).  King Menuas (810-785 B.C.), spread 
his territory toward the Araratian fields, and left more than 90 Mesopotamian cuneiform scriptures in 
the Urartian language.  King Argishti I, extended his state to Byblos and Phoenicia and, using 66,000 

prisoners of war, built Erebuni (modern Yerevan) in 782 B.C. 
In 714 B.C. the Assyrian King Sargon II defeated Urartian King Rusa I, at Lake Urmia and destroyed 

all Urartian Temples at Musasir.  Simultaneously, another Indo-European tribe, the Cimmerians 
attacked Urartians from the north-west and destroyed Argishti’s Army.  The Medes under Kourosh 

(Cyaxares) invaded Assyria in 612 B.C., and reached the Urartian capital of Van in 585 B.C. 
bringing the Urartian Kingdom to an end.  Later,  Armenia was ruled by the Orontid Dynasty, which 

was installed with the help of the Medes in 585-190 B.C. 
Throughout this era, Armenia waffled between independence and control by the Persian Empire.  
The Hellenistic Armenian state was founded in 190 B.C. when Alexander the Great’s short-lived 
empire rose.  Legend has it that Artashes (Artaxias) became its first king, and ruled until 1 AD.  

At that time Armenia was split into Lesser Armenia and Greater Armenia.  
In 1 AD, Armenia came under the control of the Romans.  

Tigran ruled Armenia as an ally of Rome until his death in 55 AD.  Armenia stayed under Roman rule 
until 114 AD, when Trajan from Antiochia in Syria attempted to conquer the Armenian capital city 

Artashat (Artaxata), and expanded the provinces to the shores of the Caspian Sea, bordering 
Caucasian Iberia and Caucasian Albania.  At the time, the governor of Armenia was Catilius Severus.  

Armenia was under Roman control  until the establishment of the Armenian Arsacid Dynasty, 
from whence it fell under Persian rule. 

In 1918-20, Armenia as an independent republic reemerged, but in 1922, fell under Soviet Union rule. 
At last Armenia declared its independence on September 21, 1991.   



HAYK WITH HIS PEOPLE LEFT BABYLON WHEN BEL SEIZED THE CITY.  
HE LEFT TO LIVE IN HIS FATHERLAND,  IN THE REGION NEAR MT ARARAT,    



HAYK HAYK

According to our national tradition the forefather of our 
nation is Hayk.  He was the son of Torgom who was the 

son of Gomer and grandson of Habeth, 
the second son of  Noah. 

As Armenian historian Movses Khorenatsi, in his book 
‘History of Armenia,’ wrote: “Hayk was handsome 
and personable, sparkling eyes, and strong arms.  
Among the giants he was the bravest and most 

famous, the opponent of all who raised their hand 
to become absolute ruler over all the giants and heroes.” 

As people spread throughout the lands of Babylon, 
a bloody war commenced between giants, each man 

violently fighting against his neighbor, 
and each attempting to dominate the other.

During this vacuum of power, Bel took advantage of the opportunity and arose as the tyrannical ruler of the lands. 
When Bel declared himself the king of all, he ordered the construction of the Tower of Babel.  Legend has it at that time, 114 year-old Hayk, 
who was living in Babylon with his newborn son Aramenak and his whole family of 300, moved to his ancestral region near Mt. Ararat. Bel 

sent a messenger to Hayk and asked him to recognize Bel’s sovereignty, which Hayk rejected. 
Enraged, Bel came to Ararat with his army.  During the bloody battle that ensued, Hayk killed Bel with an arrow to the chest. 

Thereafter, Hayk lived freely in his fatherland, building a grand residence for Cadmos, the son of Aramenak. 
Hayk went to the northwest and settled in an elevated plain he named Hark.  There he built a village and called it Haykashen. 

Hayk’s son was Aramenak, whose son was Harma, whose son was Aram.

HAYK NAHABED

HAYK NAHABED MORTALLY WOUNDS BEl` THE GIANT OF BABYLON, WITH HIS BOW AND ARROW



Genesis, Chapters 6-9:
Noah was the son of Lamech who 

named him Noah, saying, “This same 
shall comfort us in our work and in 
the toil of our hands, which cometh 

from the ground which the LORD hath 
cursed.”  Noah had three sons, Shem, 

Ham, and Hapeth.  
When God, saddened at the wicked-

ness of mankind, sent a great deluge to 
destroy all life, but instructed Noah, a 
man “righteous in his generation,” to 

build an ark and save a remnant of life 
from the Flood.

After the Flood, “Noah was the first 
tiller of the soil.  He planted a vineyard; 
and he drank of the wine.” Noah’s son 
Ham saw his father naked in his tent, 

and told his brothers, and so Noah 
cursed Ham’s son Canaan, giving his 
land to Shem.  Noah died 350 years 
after the Flood, at the age of 950, 

the last of the immensely long-lived 
antediluvian Patriarchs.  The maximum 

human lifespan, as depicted by the 
Bible, diminishes rapidly thereafter, 

from as much as 900 years to the 114 
years of Aram.

THE DOVE AND THE LEAF OF OLIVE TREE  NOAH’S ARK AND  MOUNT ARARAT 

NOAH’S ARK ON  MOUNT ARARAT AND YEREVAN



HAYK  KILLS THE GIANT BEL WITH SHOOTING AN ARROW TO HIS CHEST



THE MEDIAN TYRANI NIUKAR KILLED ARAM’S GENERALS. (Rotter) 

Aram, the son of Harma, was the great-grandson of Hayk.  It is from Aram that we derive the name of Armenia.  
As the ruler of Armavir, Aram captured the Median tyrant Niukar who attacked Armenia and destroyed many 

settlements in Media.  After defeating Niukar’s army, he captured the leader and nailed him 
through the brow to the top of the tower of Armavir. 

After Aram’s rule, his country came under the rule of his son, Ara the Handsome.  During this time Assyria was ruled 
by Ninus, whose wife was Semiramis (Shamiram).  When Ninus passed,  Semiramis, who was already 

madly in love with Ara, demanded that he leave his family and his country and go to her.  When Ara rejected the 
invitation, Shamiram became so upset that she ordered the Assyrian army to invade Armenia and bring Ara home to 

her.  The battle between the Armenians and Assyrians took place in the Valley of Ara, later called Ararat. 
The Armenian army was defeated; most were killed, including their ruler, Ara the Handsome.  When the news of 

Ara’s death reached Semiramis, the greatly distraught Queen demanded that his corpse be brought to her. 

ARAM

ARAM CAPTURED THE MEDIAN TYRANT NIUKAR AND NAILED HIM 

THROUGH THE BROW TO THE TOP OF THE TOWER OF ARMAVIR (Rotter)



The desperate Semiramis claimed, through the help of the gods, she could bring her beloved Ara back to life.
On her way back to Nineveh from the battle of the Valley of Ara, Semiramis was struck by the beauty of the shores 
of Lake Van, and decided to build a summer palace there.  So, she called on countless Greek, Armenian, Roman, 
and Assyrian architects, artists and workmen to build a magnificent palace on the rocky cliffs of Van, calling it 
Shamiramakert.  Inside the rocky mountains of Van she built spectacular rooms, halls, pantries, and museums and 

ordered a carving depicting and describing her adventures. 
 Ara the Handsome’s son was Ara the 2nd, whose mother was Gohar.  Semiramis assigned him to the governorship 

of Armenia.  He was later killed fighting in a war for Semiramis, during which she was killed as well. 

THE CASTLE OF SEMIRAMIS IN 
NINEVEH, ASSYRIA 

ARA THE HANDSOME’S CORPSE BROUGHT 
TO SEMIRAMIS

SEMIRAMIS (SHAMIRAM) IS MOURNING HER BELOVED ARA THE HANDSOME (Rotter)



VARTKES SURENIANTS, (SEMIRAMIS OVER ARA’S CORPSE), 1910. (detail)





In the strictest sense, paganism refers to the authentic religions of ancient times.  It originated from the Neolithic 
(Stone Age) era.  The term, pagan, is derived from the Latin word, paganus, which means a country dweller. 

The pagan usually has a belief in many gods (polytheistic), but only one is chosen 
as the one to worship which represents the chief god and supreme godhead. 

As Christianity progressed into the present age, a pagan became referred to anyone not being a Christian, 
and paganism denoted a non-Christian belief or religion. 

When the civilizations began to change and develop, the gods grew and changed with the people as they began to 
acquire gods of their occupations, or gods relevant to their village life.  The old gods remained, but were changed or 
conformed to the changing lives of the people.  Gods played an important role in every aspect of society influencing 

everything from laws and customs to general workings of the community. 
Reincarnation (rebirth of the body into another bodily form) was believed by the people, 

but they did not believe in the existence of heaven and hell.

GAGO OGANESYAN, “CELEBRATION OF PAGAN RITUALS AND CEREMONIES” (series).



Early Christianity developed in an era of the Roman Empire during which many religions were practiced, 
that are, due to the lack of a better term, labeled paganism.  “Paganism” in spite of its etymological 

meaning of “rural” in the context of early Christianity has a number of distinct meanings. 
It refers to the Greco-Roman religions of the Roman Empire period, including the Roman imperial cult, 
the various mystery religions as well as philosophic monotheistic religions such as Neoplatonism and 

Gnosticism as well as the “barbarian” tribal religions practiced on the fringes of the Empire.

GAGO OGANESYAN, “CELEBRATION OF PAGAN RITUALS AND CEREMONIES” (series).



BABY ANUSHAVAN IS GIVEN TO POPLAR PLANTS  

 By the order of Semiramis after Ara the Handsome’s death, , his son prince Ara Cardus became the 
ruler of Armenia. This prince had a son named Anushavan, who was offered to be raised by the poplars 

planted around Armavir by King Armenak.  Superstition has it that those trees were the favorite 
terrestrial residence of the gods. People imagined that those who were offered to the gods would 
become the special object of their care.  History records that worship of many gods, goddesses, and 
deities was viewed by people as important and vital.  It was thought that everything had a spirit and 
belief was polytheistic, so people had gods and goddesses of the forest, sea, and all aspects of nature.



Barouyer THE RULER  

KING Tigran I, 
(Haykazoon)

YervandUNIantS Dynasty

After the death of Ara, Armenia came under Assyrian rule.  Kiapsar, King of Medea, 
with the help of Prince Barouyer of the Haykazian Family, destroyed the 

Assyrian Kingdom, and in return, king Kiapsar gave Barouyer the thron and called him 
the first King of Armenia.  Before the kingdom was established in Armenia, it 

was ruled by patriarchs and generals. 

In 612 B.C., Nineveh was destroyed.  About fifty years later, King Tigran I, in an 
alliance with Cyrus the Great, the founder of the Achaemenid  dynasty, conquered the 

Armenian lands controlled by the Medes and reinstituted the Armenian kingdom. 
Tigran I, was son of Yervand.  He was wise and eloquent and eminent in everything that 

pertained to mankind.  Tigran was supreme among men and, by showing his valor, glorified 
the nation.  In his kingdom, the infantry was carried on the 

shoulders of horses, the slings were all skilled archers, those with clubs were armed with 
swords and lances; the unarmed were entirly protected by shields and iron 

garments.  Tigran had a close relationship with Cyrus, the King of Persia, who was the 
nephew of Azhdahak.  At first Tigran was allied with Azhdahak, who was the king of Medea. 

Azhdahak was considerably anxious about the friendship of Tigran and Cyrus.  One night 
he had a dream; he envisioned marrying Tigran’s sister Tigranouhi, which he did. 

Through her, he planned to destroy Tigran’s kingdom.  Instead, Tigran returned his sister 
to Armenia and killed Azhdahak



AJHDAHAK’S DREAM

I saw in my dream that I was in an unknown land.  There was a mountain in that land, which rose high from the earth and whose peak 
appeared enveloped in thick ice.  One would have said that it was in Armenia.  And once a woman appeared dressed in purple, sitting 
at a summit of that great high.  The woman suddenly gave birth to three heroes.  The first one was mounted on a lion and he flew west, 
the second one was on a leopard looked to the north, but the third was a monstrous dragon and he landed and attacked our empire and 

intended to destroy our gods.                                               

-Movses  Khorenatsi, c. 516

 



ASSASINATION OF AJHDAHAK BY TIGRAN I. (Rotter)

King Tigran I had three sons, the third of which was named Vahagn.  The Armenian pagan tradition enshrined Vahagn 
with glory and legends and called him Vahagn the Dragonfighter.  He was deified and worshipped like Hercules of 
Greece. But the era of peace ended as a number of insignificant kings of Armenia weakened the crown, and, finally, 

the country became tributary to Persia. 
Vahagn, the last offspring of the Haykazian dynasty, was killed in 331 B.C., while fighting for Darius in the battle 
against Alexander the Great.  The Armenians regained their independence after the death of Alexander of Macedonia. 
Later, the Armenian monarchy was split into various fiefdoms.  By 190 B.C., Prince Artashes, the governer of Greater 

Armenia, united the shattered Armenian lands, establishing the Artashesian dynasty.
-Movses  Khorenatsi, c. 516



The name Vahagn, originally taken from Verethragna, was the name of a God of victory in the Avesta, Zorastian book.  There 

is an anceint story that during one hard winter, when the people had a hard time to find food, Vahagn went to Assyria, took 

the all the pilaus of Barsham and flew home, intending to bring it for his hungry people.  Because he was such a hurry, the 

pilaues scattered, which is why, today, one can see white dots in sky.  The story was called ‘The Hardaghoghi Road’.               

-Anania Shiraketsi, c. 521

PRINCE VAHAGN AND HARTAGHOGHI ROAD



Vahagn fought and conqured the dragons, earning the title ‘Vishabakagh,’ which means dragon reaper.  

There was so much vitality in adoration of Vahagn that they say he was even deified and worshipped like 

Hercules.  Because of Vahagn, the  other godes such as Mithra, couldn’t find their place in Armenia.  

Later Vahagn’s descendants were named Vahevanian.

-Anania Shiraketsi, c. 521

 An ancient Armenian poem for Vahagn’s birth:

“In travail were heaven and earth, in travail, too, the purple sea!  The travail held in the sea the small red reed.  
Through the hollow of the stalk came forth smoke, through the hollow of the stalk came forth flame, and out of the 

flame a youth ran!  Fiery hair had he, he had flaming beared, and his eyes were like sunshine. 
-Moses Khorenatsi, Book 1, L.I. XXXI

PRINCE VAHAGN THE DRAGON FIGHTGER (Rotter)
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Ardavazd Yervanduni 

The annual festivity of Mount Navasard on August 1st, which was held in honor of the Armenian gods, was the occasion of 
great gatherings, dance, music, games, feasts, and celebration.  The sick pilgrimaged to temples, asking for help from god-
dess Anahit, the healer.  The head of the bronze statue of goddess Anahit, currently held at the British Museum, is thought 
to have been taken from the town of Shush in the Dezful district of Iran.  Others say it was taken from Constantinople. 
(Shush was  the district near Anhush Bert- a prison where many great Armenian kings and generals, including Arshak II, 

were held, tortured and killed).  

 When Tigran I died, his son Ardavazd became the ruler of Armenia.  Adept in Greek culture, he steeped 
his dominion in arts, theater, and literature.  He wrote several stage and oratorial pieces himself.  

The Greek tragedies were regularly performed at the royal residence and at the amphitheatre in Artashat. 
The rule of Ardavazd was unsuccessful, however, as he lost considerable land conquered by his father, 

to the Romans, when a  commander of Emperor Crassus was  killed in battle 
against Persians and Armenians.
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Alexander The Great

The battle of   Alexander of  Macedonia with King Dariush of Persia  
(Tilework, National Museum of Naple, Italy).

Alexander III the Great, the King of Macedonia and conqueror of the Persian Empire 
is considered one of the greatest military geniuses of all times. Alexander was born in 
356 BC in Pella, the ancient capital of Macedonia. He was son of Philip II, King of 
Macedonia, and Olympias, the princess of neighboring Epirus. He spent his childhood 
watching his father transforming Macedonia into a great military power, winning vic-
tory after victory on the battlefields throughout the Balkans.  When he was 13, Philip 
hired the Greek philosopher Aristotle to be Alexander’s personal tutor.  During the next 
three years Aristotle gave Alexander a training in rhetoric and literature and stimulated 
his interest in science, medicine, and philosophy, all of which became of importance in 
Alexander’s later life.  In 340, when Philip assembled a large Macedonian army and 
invaded Thrace, he left his 16 years old son with the power to rule Macedonia in his 
absence as regent, which shows that even at such young age Alexander was recognized 
as quite capable.  But as the Macedonian army advanced deep into Thrace, the Thracian 
tribe of Maedi bordering north-eastern Macedonia rebelled and posed a danger to the 
country.  Alexander assembled an army, led it against the rebels, and with swift action 
defeated the Maedi, captured their stronghold, and renamed it after himself to Alexan-
dropolis.  Two years later in 338 BC, Philip gave his son a commanding post among the 
senior generals as the Macedonian army invaded Greece. At the Battle of Chaeronea the 
Greeks were defeated and Alexander displayed his bravery by destroying the elite Greek 
force, the Theban Secret Band. In 334 BC, Alexander the Great began his invasion of the 
Persian Empire and subsequently defeated the Persians in a number of battle the smost 
notably the battles of Issus, and he took the capital of Persia` Persepolis in 331 BC.  The 
Persian Empire fell completely under Alexander’s control.  Alexander decided to pursue 
the fleeing Darius, but Darius was on his way to Bactria.   At that time, Alexander’s 
army conquered Armenia and the country, which was stifled under Persian rule, Armenia 
almost regained its independence. Between 330-215 B.C. Hellenic lords captured theAr-
menia. However, the Armenians remained loyal to thire long time neighbor` Persian 
king and fought side by side with the Persian army against the soldiers of Alexander. 

Alexander continued his pursuit of Darius for hundreds of miles from Persepolis. When he finally caught up to him, he found the 
Persian king dead in his coach.  He was assassinated by Bessus, the satrap of Bactria which now proclaimed himself “King of the 

Kings”, assuming the title of the Persian kings. Alexander gave Darius a royal funeral and set out for Bactria after his murderer.

One of the last governor (satrap) of Armenia was Artašata, who became king of Persia under the name Darius III Codomannus (336-330). During his 
reign, the Macedonian king Alexander the Great conquered the Achaemenid empire (between 334 and 330), and Armenia regained its autonomy. Af-
ter 200, parts of Armenia became incorporated in the Seleucid empire under king Antiochus III the Great. Soon, the country regained its independence 
in the form of two small kingdoms, west and east of the Euphrates. The western kingdom was known as Lesser Armenia and ruled by king Zariadris; 
the other state was called Greater Armenia and ruled by his son Artaxias (189-164). The latter rebuilt -following an advice of his Carthaginian friend 
Hannibal- Yerevan in 188, called it Artaxata, and made it his capital. The younger capital Tigranocerta was built by a descendant of Artaxias, Tigranes 
II the Great (ruled c.95-c.55), who had been able to reunite Armenia and briefly ruled over the entire East, but was defeated by the Roman generals 
Lucullus in 69 and Pompey in 66 BCE.



The family of Dariush` King of Persia  meeting with Alexander the Great (356-23 BC)

 Alexander the Great had married Roxana of  Bactra, whose union 
would be born posthumously Alexander IV, his only son. Stateira 
also married at Susa, where, driven by his desire for racial integra-
tion, he held several marriages between Macedonian soldiers and 
Eastern women. 
Later he married Santeria the eldest daughter of Darius III; Near 
the end of the summer of 324, he become week and decided to 
rest a while He settled in Ecbatana’s summer palace of Dariush, 
accompanied by Roxana.  
Eight years later, Alexander, after expanding his conquest to In-
dia, at the age of the 33 died in June 323, in the way of reterning to 
Greece in Babelon. Alexander IV, his son, and Roxana, his wife, 
were assassinated by Cassander when the child was thirteen.



King Vagharshak

ArshakUNIants Dynasty 

KING ARSHAK OF THE PARTHIANS PLACES THE CROWN ON THE HEAD OF HIS BROTHER 
VAGHARSHAK, MAKING HIM THE KING OF ARMENIA (Rotter)

Vagharshak is the founder of the Arshakuniats dynasty in Armenia (149-127 B.C.).  He was 
a very intelligent and cultured man and the brother of Arshak- King of Persia.  He is the 
ruler who introduced the institute of nobility (nakhararutiun) in the kingdom.  This being 
a time of profound peace and comfort, Vagharshak wished to know the origin and history 
of the Armenian people. 
But he could not find sufficient literature in Armenia, and thought it must be contained  
in old Chaldean manuscripts.  He called upon one of his very learned scholars named 
Mar-Abas Catina, an Assyrian, and sent him to his brother Arsaces (Arshak) in Persia, 
requesting that the scholar peruse the  ancient manuscripts of the Royal Archives of 
Nineveh, to extract from them whatever could be found relating to Armenia and 
Armenians.  There, Marybas Catina found a book of manuscripts in Greek entitled “This 
book containing the annals of the history of Armenians.  It was written by the order of 
Alexander the Great.” Armenian history was detailed there from the story of Haik until 
Vahagn. 
King Vagharshak ordered that this manuscript be preserved with great care in his treasury. 
Vagharshak commenced improvements for his kingdom and his people, forming an army 
according to the manner of the Romans.  The country enjoyed peace and prosperity under 
the rule of Vagharshak, as he established an official ranking system. Vagharshak made the 
city of Armavir his royal residence.  Several inscriptions from the period are still found in 
Armavir and serve as witness to the influence of  Greek culture in Armenia. 



THE HISTORIAN MARABAS SHOWING KING VAGHARSHAK THE BOOK OF MANUSCRIPTS ABOUT ARMENIANS, 
MANDATED BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT, FOUND AT NINEVEH.   



King Artashes I, 

Ashkharhakal

ARMENIANS BATTLING THE REBELLIOUS  MOLAKONS

The successor to King Vagharshak was his grandson Artashes I (131 B.C.). 
He conquered the Persian Empire and usurped the throne of King Arshak. 
Initially, he mandated the creation of an Armenian currency- a first, since Armenians had 
previously used foreign occupiers’ currency.  He organaized his army  and attacked Greece, 
capturing numerous cities and pilfering their statues of gods and goddesses to Armenia.  
The Romans, not being a military threat at the time, used 
cunning methods to defend themselves; they bribed Artashes’ advisors to murder their mon-
arch in Asia Minor.  Artashes is the founder of the city of Artashat (185 B.C.), a historical 
province of Ararat, where the Arax River  meets the Metsamor River.  Acting upon the advice 
of the great Carthagian general Hannibal, Ardashes constructed Artashat in the hills leading 
to Mount Ararat as a stronghold position.  Artashes also built the citadel now known as Khor 
Virap- the location where Gregory the Illuminator was imprisoned by Trdat the Great hun-
dreds of years later.  
The city’s strategic position in the Arax Valley on the Silk Road, soon made Artashat a center 
of bustling economic activity and a place for international trade, linking Persia, Mesopotamia, 
the Caucasus and Asia Minor.  The city housed the treasury and customs headquarters.  
Armenia’s first theatre was built there; the Amphitheatre was built in Artashat during the reign 
of Ardavazd II.  The ruins of the huge walls surrounding the city, built by Artashes I, can still 
be visited.  Numerous copper pagan statues of ancient gods Artemis, Anahit, and Tir have 
been brought there from the city of Bagaran.



King Tigran II, 

the Great

WHEN THE CITY OF  TIGRANAKERT WAS BETRAYED BY A GREEK GARRISON, THE ROMAN PILLAGED 
THE CITY, SETTING IT ABLAZE, TIGRAN MOVED HIS FAMILY, 

HIS COURT AND HIS WEALTH OUT OF TIGRANAKERT.

Tigranes II, is the most glorious among all Armenian kings.  He succeeded his father 
Artashes in 95 B.C.  He was married to Cleopatra`s daughter and Mithridates, the great king 
of Pontus.  He struggled together with his formidable relative against Roman dominance.  
He was known as Tigranes the Great.  He extended the Armenian border from the Caspian 
Sea to Egypt, gaining full control over the vast territories. 
After having subdued the provinces of Syria, Cappadocia and Mesopotamia, Tigranes also 
conquered Palestine, taking thousands of prisoners of war and bringing them to Armenia.  
He united the Armenian lands, building four large cities in different parts of his empire 
and naming them all Tigranakert.  Like his father Artashes, Tigran too brought many statues 
of gods from Greece to Armenia, erecting the statue of Zeus in Ani Fortress, and the statue 
of Anahit (Aphrodite) in the city of Ashtishat.  Tigran’s expansion ended with the Roman 
and Parthian advances.  In 69 B.C., the Roman Lucullus invaded Armenia and besieged 
Tigranakert.  The city fell, betrayed by a Greek garrison.  The Romans set the city ablaze.  
Many ancient treasures including fine statues, temples and a splendid theater were demol-
ished and lost by fire.  Simultaneously, a treasonous son of Tigranes who wed the Parthian 
princess Roudabeh led the Parthians in battle.  Battling on two fronts, Tigran the Great 
defeated the Parthian army.  Soon Lucullus was forced to retreat due to the Armenian 
counterattack.  But the Romans launched a new offensive expedition under Pompey; the 
Great Tigranes was 75 years old at the time, and decided to sign a peace treaty.  Several large 
tracts of lands were yielded to Rome, but the country and Tigran’s power remained strong..  



THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS CHRIST THE SAVIOR IN ROME 



King ARDAVAZED I, 

 When Tigran died in 55 B.C., his son Ardavazd became the king of Armenia.  The time was unpleasant for Armenia, as the 
country was situated between two warring realms that regularly fought on Armenian soil.  Emperor Crassus’ attention was 
focused on the Persian Capital of Tizbon and  its enormous treasures.  Persia was the last great power that had not fallen to 
the Roman Empire; when war erupted, King Ardavazd found his country pulled between two huge suitors, each desirous of 
an alliance. 
Because the Roman influence in the Kingdom was so overwhelming, Ardavazd decided to pledge support to Rome.  The 
Armenian King suggested the Romans attack Persia through Armenia, but Crassus rejected the strategy and marched directly 
from Syria towards Mesopotamia.  Ardavazd gave the Romans 6,000 horsemen, but Marcus Antonius was defeated.  Famous 
historian Plutarch describes that after the defeat, when the Roman army arrived in Armenia, it encountered a harsh winter.  Ar-
riving through the Araxes River, the army approached from the border between the Medes and Armenia.  King Ardavazd saved 
Marcus Antonius and his remaining army by providing medical care and safe haven.  Marcus Antonius was, at the time, very 
grateful to Ardavazd, but later, angry at his defeat, Marcus Antonius, needing to find a scapegoat, blamed the Armenian King.  
Cleopatra, meanwhile, persisted in trying to gain access to Armenia, in order to install her son Alexander on the throne, but 
never succeeded.  At that time, she was involved with Antonius, and pressured him to return to Antiochia.  Mark Antony under 
the guise of thanking the King for his aid, gained access to King Ardavazd.  He lured the King to Nicopolice and imprisoned 
him, together with his Queen and two sons.  Cleopatra demanded to see the Armenian Royal Family; when they refused to bow 
and pay tribute to her, she ordered the imprisonment, torture and killing of the Queen and the Princes.  Ardavazd remained 
chained and was left to die in misery.  
The Roman authorities, who still respected Roman law and their treaty with Armenia, disparaged the imprisonment, torture, 
and murder of the royal family.  They knew the great danger the Persians posed to the Roman Empire and recognized the im-
portance of their Armenian ally. Marcus Antonius, however, took action without Roman direction, as he often did; finally, his 
isolation from Rome became irreparable, leading to his death.

Jesus Christ was crucified in 33 AD, by Romans.  Hanging on a cross was the most disgraceful and cruel form of corpo-
ral punishment.  In ancient Rome, such a death was imposed only on the most hardened criminals.  

The torture of a crucified man is impossible to describe; it causes unbearable pain in every part of the body, accompanied 
by a terrible thirst and spiritual suffering, until death.  Jesus had no particular quarrel with Rome and did not violate 
Roman law.  The life and passion of Jesus Christ have influenced the course of human history and greatly contributed to 

the development of humanity.   

Shroud of Turin







Abgar V, the first Baptized   
armenian king

Abgar was the son of Arsham and  the nephew of Tigranes the Great.  At the time of his rule, the 
Kingdom was dominated by Romans.  After Ardavazd’s tragic death, Roman officials arrived in 
Armenia to take a census.  They brought with them numerous statues of Emperor Augustus. 
 Abgar decided to stand up against Roman tyranny, relocating to Mesopotamia and founding the 
city of Edessa.  He transported his court, the treasury, and the archives of the Armenian kings; thus, 
Greek and Roman sources mention the Armenian King Abgar as the ruler of Edessa.  As soon as he 
heard about the miracles Jesus Christ was performing in Galilee, the ailing King came to believe in 
Christ and wrote a letter inviting the Savior to Edessa.  Abgar’s messengers met Jesus in Jerusalem, 
but Jesus declined the invitation to Edessa, writing in response to Abgar’s request.  

According to Armenian lore, after Christ’s death, the Apostle Thaddeus, arrived to Edessa bringing Jesus’ letter and a piece of cloth that some 
identify as the Shroud of Turin.  According to Movses Khorenatsi, Abgar and all the inhabitants of his city were baptized.  Abgar died after 
38 years of rule; the Armenian kingdom consequently was split between his two sons: Ananoun and Sanatruk.  Ananoun inherited the throne 
in Edessa, while his brother Sanatruk became the ruler of Greater Armenia.  Legend has it that Sanatruk was brought to Armenia as a child by 
his aunt.  The journey led them through a harsh winter in the mountains.  The child only survived by the warmth provided by his big white dog.  

Thus, he received the name Sanatruk, or Dog’s Gift (Shun Truk).  
The Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholemew were the first to bring Christianity to the Armenian people.  Thaddeus of Edessa and Stephanos were 
with the Seventy Apostles, who were sent to Armenia from Edessa by Abgar (uncle of King Sanatruk of Armenia) to evangelize.  Consequently, 
St. Thaddeus (not to be confused with the Apostle Thaddeus of the Twelve Apostles) and St. Stephanos- both baptized by St Bartholomew and 

members of the 70 Apostles- traveled through Armenia to preach the word of God. 

 Many people were converted and numerous secret Christian com-
munities were established there.  The Apostles suffered martyrdom.  
About 66, Ananoun ordered the death of St. Thaddeus of Edessa, St. 
Bartholomew, and St. Stephanos; they were stoned by pagans.  They 
are considered the first preachers of Christianity in Armenia and the 
Armenian Church is called Apostolic in their honor.  Christianity ar-
rived in Armenia through the efforts of the Apostles of Jesus Christ 
in the first century AD, an early date. Preachers continued to enter 
the country from Asia Minor, particularly from Palestine, Cappado-
cia, and Syria.  In 301, after the acceptance of Christianity as the 
official religion of the Armenian state, a specific church hierarchy 
was formed.  Gregory the Illuminator ordained bishops in a num-
ber of  Armenian provinces (Bagrevand, Basen, Kotayk, Derjan, 
Daranagheats, Karin, Sper, Taron, Khorkhorunik, Shirak, etc.), and 
the patriarchal throne of Armenia Major became the inheritance of 
Gregory the Illuminator’s descendants. 
In 325, twenty-four years after the proclamation of Christianity as 
the national religion of Armenia, Constantine held the First 
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea.  Rome had only legalized Chirstian-
ity in 313 AD.  Gregory the Illuminator’s son Aristakes participated 
in that Council.  The traditional Armenian patriarchs were: Thaddeus 
the Apostle (43-66), Bartholomew the Apostle (66-68), Zacharias 
(68-72), Zemendos (72-76), Atrnerseh (77-92), Mushe (93-123), 
Shahen (124-150), Shavarsh (151-171), Ghevondios (172-190), and 
Mehruzhan (240-270);  Gregory the Illuminator was the first Arme-
nian Catholicos (302-325).

Apostle Thaddeus, one of Jesus’ disciples, arrived at 
Edessa after the Crucifixion, bringing the Savior’s letter 
and a piece of His cloth to King Abgar that some have 

speculated was the Shroud of Turin.



ST. STEPHANOS WAS STONED AND KILLED BY PAGANS

Armenians, The First Christian Nation In The History Of The World

The Kingdom of Armenia was the first state to adopt Christianity as its insitutional religion, in 301 AD, when St. Gregory 
the Illuminator converted King Trdates III and members of his court.  Christianity was brought to Armenia, however, in 
the first century AD, through the efforts of Apostles of Jesus Christ. 
Thaddeus was one of the Seventy Apostles, who was sent to Armenia from Edessa by King Abgar V (father of King 
Sanatruk of Armenia) to evangelize.  Thaddeus converted the members of King Sanatruk and his family, including his 
sister Sandukht, though the King later apostatized.  At the same time, Apostle Bartholomew arrived in Armenia and was 
martyred. 
From the second century onward, the new faith became widespread in Armenia.  One of the centers where Gregory the 
Illuminator, the first Armenian patriarch preached, was the province of Taron; he built a church in the Ashtishat city of 
the province.  The new faith became widespread in provinces Daranagheats and Derjan.  Another center of Christian 
preaching was Artaz, where near the future town of Makoo (founded in the 7th century), Thaddeus of Edessa was mar-
tyred (today Makoo is in the Atrpatakan region of Iran, not far from Tabriz on the Armenian border).
In 287, Gregory, after studying Christianity under Euthalius, returned to his native land of Armenia.  At this time, Trdates 
III held the throne.  Trdates owed his position to Roman Emperor Diocletian, a noted persecutor of Christians.  The King 
found out that St. Gregory (whose father, Anak, had  assasinated the King Trdates’ grandfather, Khosrov I) had arrived 
in the kingdom.  Gregory, as a child, was taken to Caesarea for safety after his father’s accusations.  Trdates ordered the 
imprisonment of Gregory in an underground pit, called Khor-Virap, in which he stayed for almost 13 years. 
In 301, 37 Christian virgins & nuns- among them Hripsime- fleeing Roman persecution, came to Armenia.  Diocletian 
directed Trdates to capture Hripsime and her sister nuns.  Trdates became enamoured with Hripsime and wanted her, but 
she refused, and he martyred all 37 women.  Afterward, he went mad and wild.  Khosrovidukht, the king’s sister, then 
had a dream, in which she was told that the persecution of Christians must stop, and that St. Gregory is the only one who 
can heal Trdates.  Gregory was released and the King, after healing, converted to Christianity and declared Armenia to 
be a Christian nation, the first to officially adopt the religion.  
After embracing Christianity as the official religion of the Armenian state, a certain church hierarchy was formed.  St. 
Gregory, by the order of the King, became the first Catholicos of the Armenian Church.  He ordained priests and bishops, 
destroyed shrines to idols, built churches and monasteries in numerous Armenian provinces.  The patriarchal throne of 
Armenia Major became the heritage of Gregory the Illuminator’s descendants.  Once, he had a vision of Christ com-
ing down to earth to strike it with a hammer.  From that spot rose a great Christian temple with a huge cross.  He was 
convinced that God wanted him to build the main Armenian church there.  With the help of the king, he built, the still 
standing city Edjmiatsin, “the place of the descent of the only-begotten.” 



In 301, by the order of King Trdat, 
Christianity was declared the official 

religion of the Armenian state.  
Same time, St. Bartholomew the Apostle 

came to Armenia and he baptized 
St. Thaddeus and St. Stephanos.  

By the order of King 
Sanatruk.all three of them  were 

martyred by pagans.
Later three chapels were built on the 

tombs of three Saints.  
A monastery for St. Bartholomew’s 

martyrdom in the Aghbak province of 
Vaspurakan (it remains in Turkey at its 

border with Iran). 
Two Monastery were built on the tombs 
of the St. Thaddeus the Apostle and St. 

Stephanos the Apostle, in the Eastside of 
St. Bartholomew’s monastery, 

(present time is in Iran). 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW WAS 

TORTURED AND LAPITATED 

BY PAGANS



LAPIDATION OF  ST. STEPHEN  BY PAGANS
(GALLERY OF ST. LAZAROS)

St.Thaddeus Monastery and St. Stephanos Monastery in (Old Artaz) Makoo-Khoy, Iran.



THE RIGHT HAND OF ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR  WITH RELIC, XIII C., 
TRASURY OF ST. EDJMIATSIN

A KATCHKAR IN KARABAK

THE RIGHT HAND OF ST. THADDEUS   THE APOSTLE,  WITH RELIC, XIII C., 
TRASURY OF ST. EDJMIATSIN 

St. Thaddeus is one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. The 
Armenian Apostolic Church honors St. Thaddeus along 
with St. Stephanos and  St. Bartholomew as its patron 
saints.  In the Roman Catholic Church he is the patron 
saint of desperate cases and lost causes. He is often 

shown with a scroll in his right hand 
and a book (the Epistle of Thaddeus) in his left. 

By Stepanos Lehatsi XVII c.



FIGURE OF THE LANCE WHICH PIERCED 
JESUS CHRIST 

Sir Robert K. Porter. Travel to Armenia  
1821, Volume I, p. 189 191, London

The known antiquity of this weapon renders it an object of some interest, without any refrence to its alleged sanctity; for 
were there no other reasons against the latter pretension, the total improbability, would be sufficient, of the early Chris-
tians finding any consolation in collecting from the murderers of their Divine Master, the instruments of his sufferings; 
and if the disciples did not approriate these reputed relics at that time, in the natural course of disuse and change they 
would be cast aside, and no more heard of. Yet old authors having affixed historical, as well as ideal, legends, to these 
things; and some of them being yet preserved, even through the course of so many centuries, we cannot but feel interest 
in their curious details, and the associations connected with them... But with regard to the identity of the spear of Pilate’s 
soldier, these ancient writers are not at all agreed; for they give us notice of a weapon, claiming that distinction, being in 
two, if not in three places, at the same time. In the eleventh century, they tell us, the real spear-head was dug up at Antioch; 
and, after gaining a memorable battle before that city, for the renowned Raymond of Thoulouse, remained in the posses-
sion of that hero. Two hundred years after, we hear of another spearhead, which had been for ages in the possession of the 
emperors of Constantinople, and was sold by Baldwin II as the true weapon to St. Louis, and so dispatched to France...  
With regard to the spear-head that is preserved at Eitch-mai-adzen, I could gather little of the particulars of its descent 
from past times to the present; the persons who have it in charge being delicate of communicating on the subject with 
strangers; but, as Armenia used to be included by the emperors of Constantinople, within the pale of their empire, it is not 
unlikely, that on the subversion of that state and capital by the Turks, the holy deposits of its temples would be dispached 
to the safe-keeping of the remoter walls of (Eitch-mia-adzen).
                                                                                                

Reliquary of Geghard, 1687. 
(Treasures of Edjhmiadsin) 

The lance has been housed at Echmiadzin for millennia. 
Some say it was brought by St. Matheos, but others believe 

it was St. Thaddeus who brought it to Armenia.



PRINCES SANDUKHT CRUELLY TORTURED

King Sanatruk of Armenia persecuted Thaddeus and the apostle’s followers, including his own sister Sandukht 
(who had become a sibyilline Christian), to force them to renounce Christianity.  Sandukht remained true to her 
faith and, after undergoing cruel torture, was martyred in the Artaz province. When King Tirdates declared Chris-
tianity the official religion of the Armenian state, chapels were built on Thaddeus the Apostle’s and Sandukht’s 

tombs and, later, a magnificent church was erected upon St.  Sandukht in St. Edjmiatsin. 



ST. SANDUKHT ST. HRIPSIME

PRINCES SANDUKHTS’  TOMB NEAR THE MONASTERY OF ST. THADDEUS 

IN  (ARTAZ), MAKOO, IRAN 



King YERVAND II

Queen Satenik King Artashes II

Artashesian Dynasty 

One of the generals of King Sanatruk, named Yervand, who was Parthian from his mother’s side, unexpectedly, with the help 
of a few generals, usurped the throne and  killed all of Sanatruk’s bloodline except a child by the name of Artashes.  

The baby was taken to Persia and given to King Darius by General Sumbat Bagratuni.  Yervand being very wary of the rights 
of Artashes to the throne repeatedly tried to catch him, even bribing Parthian and Byzantian leaders with promises of fortune 
to he who killed the child; but he never suceeded.  King Yervand is the founder of the beautiful city of Armavir, and made 
his capital Yervandakert and, afterwards, Yervandashat. He also founded the important city of Bakaran and relocated all the 
statues of the gods and goddesses there.  Later, Prince Artashes regained his father’s throne and became the King of Armenia.

Artashes I, is the founder of Artashesian Dynasty whose members ruled the Kingdom of Armenia for nearly two centuries.  
Following Yervand’s defeat by the Romans at the Battle of the Magnesia in 190 B.C., Artashes and his co-strategor Zariates 
revolted, and with Roman consent, began autonomously ruling; Artashes over Greater Armenia and Zariates over Sophene 
(Lesser Armenia).  From the time of Hayk until Artashes, more than one thousand years had elapsed; during that period the 
Armans, the people of Nairi and other ethnic elements became integrated into one nation, speaking one language, and became 
one people: the Armenians.   
Artashes (Artaxias) ruled from 189  B.C. to 160 B.C., and was recognized by both Rome and Parthia.  It is when the Alan 
army attempted to invade Armenia that Artashes met and fell in love with the beautiful Alanian Princess Satenik.After invad-
ing Georgia to the north of Armenia, the Alans crossed the Kur River and entered Armenian territory.  Artashes, with his grand 
army, fiercely fought and captured the son of the Alanian King.
The Alanians retreated across the Kur River.  The Alanian King asked for a superseding peace treaty to be agreed upon be-
tween his people and the Armenians, and offered Artashes anything he wanted as long as he released his son, but the Armenian 
King refused.  The Alanian Princess Satenik, herself, went to the shore pleading for the release of her brother from Artashes.  
Artashes, upon seeing Satenik, was captivated by her beauty, falling in love at first sight.  He sent back the young prince, and 
took the Satenik as his wife and queen.  They had six sons: Ardavazd, Vruyer, Mazhan, Zareh, Tiran and Tigran. 



ARTASHES II IN DANGER

Lord Sumbat with the young Artashes on the shore of Gueghama River near Aragats Mountain, hurriedly headed 

to combat with Yervand’s army.  Tales of the prowess of Yervand’s general Mouratsan Argam, had already reached 

them.  As they approached the Akhourian River, Sumbat ordered his trumpeters to sound the copper horns, and 

he, like a lion, led his army.  Countless soldiers died in battle.  Yervand, in an attempt to kill Artashes, sent his son 

Gisak.  But young Artashes killed Gisak with his lance. 

                                                                          Movses Khorenatsi, book II., XLVI. A.D 88   



THE CORONATION OF KING ARTASHES II

When Yervand’s son Gisak was killed, the army retreated, but Sumbat and his troops unrelentingly 
followed.  As Sumbat neared the royal city, the gates were already shut.  When the citizens of the city 
saw Sumbat and Artashes arrive, they opened the gates themselves, greeting the true king.  Yervand 
as he hid in an underground safehouse of the castle, was found and killed.  Sumbat entered the royal 
treasury and, finding the crown of King Sanatruk, coronated Artashes as the King of All Armenians. 

                                                                                                       Movses Khorenatsi, book II., XLVI. A.D. 88   



SATENIK PLEADING WITH ARTASHES THE RELEASE OF HER BROTHER

“I speak to you, oh brave Artashes, 
For you have defeated the Alan people, 
Come listen to the bright eyed Alan princes, 
And return the youth, 
For it is unbecoming of heroes
To destroy the liveliness of other great warriors 
Or to take and keep them in enslavement
So that two valiant peoples
Are consigned to perpetual enmity.

Great myths 
flourished regarding the 
romance of Artashes and 

Satenik.  In one such 
story, when Artashes ar-
rives at the shore to meet 
the Alanian princes, he 

falls in love at first sight.  
He throws a rope around 

Satenik’s waist and 
pulls her to the 

Armenian shore. and 
married her



ARTASHESE’S FUNERAL

Ardavazd, the son of King Artashes II, became the King 
of Armenia after his father’s death.  As Artashes took 
his last breath, Ardavazd asked his father not to push his 
people to despair and hopelessness; ‘after you how can 
I rule this unhappy people?’  Artashes instead cursed his 
son to get lost in the glens of Masis Mountain.  Later on, 
one day when Ardavazd was hunting, he remembered his 
father’s words.  Becoming disorientated and scared, he 
rode around in a frenzy.  He entered a massive, deep, 
dark dale, and could not find his way out.  He  suffered 

the fate dictated by his father and never made it out.

King Artashes fell ill in Marand; in the town of Bakurakert, Artashes met his death.  They held a multifarious ceremony in honor of the corpse.  
The casket was made of gold, the bier and the litter were of silk; the mantle covering the body was threaded with gold; a crown was tied to his head 
and golden arms were set before him; the bier was surrounded by his sons and a mass of his kinsmen; beside them were the military officers, the 
heads and troops of the noble families, the regiments of soldiers, all armed as if ready for a battle.  In front they sounded brass trumpets, behind 
come weeping maidens in black, wailing women, and a host of commoners. Thus they took him to the burial place. There were voluntary deaths 

at his tomb… So beloved to our country, he reigned for forty-one years.  (Movses Khorenatsi, II.60).  





THE IMPRISONMENT OF KING KHOSROV III

Shapur appointed Khosrov III, a descendant of the Arshakuni house, as King of Armenia (385-391), and gave him his sister in mar-
riage.  Shapur II of Persia, was angry at Khosrov, for his personal friendship with Arcadius and for the unauthorized appointment of 
Sahak the Great to the bishopric.  Khosrov was well known for his sympathy with the West.  He had also restored many feudal lords 

to their former status of nobility.  
For these reasons, Shapur warned Khosrov with threats, but Khosrov disobeyed him.  Shapur tempted and supported by many Arme-

nian princes, sent straightaway his son Ardashir II with numerous troops to Armenia.  
Khosrov was unable to resist or flee from Ardashir, so he succumbed to him.  Depriving Khosrov of his kingdom, Ardashir hurried 

back to Ctesiphon (Tisfhun) taking Khosrov with him in order to imprison him in the fortress of Anhush.  
 (Movses Khorenatsi, III.50).



PUNISHING THE TRAITORS

Ardashir King of Persia bribed Armenian General Anak Pahlavuni of Sureniants bloodline to assassinate the King of Armenia.  
Anak, in the guise of fleeing from the Persian King, came to Armenia with his brother and their families, feigning a need for refuge.  
King Khosrov III,  graciously accepted them at his court in Vagharshapat.  Anak  awaited the right opportunity to entrap and kill 

the King.  
One day, during a hunting expedition, Anak and his brother attacked and stabbed the King  with swords, and mounting their horses, 
fled.  Hearing about the murder, Armenian knights and troops chased after them.  When they caught Anak and his brother, by the 

Araxes River, they flung them into the river to drown.  King Khosrov, on his deathbed, ordered the eradication of Anak’s 
bloodline.  They succeeded in killing all but Anak’s newborn son who was exiled to Caesarea.  The child, named Gregor, was raised 

and educated as a Christian, and later became Gregory the Illuminator, 
the First Armenian Catholicos.



King Trdat

Queen Ashkhen

King Trdat the Great 
(285-339)

In 301, King Trdat III, (Tridates) proclaimed Christianity as the state religion of Armenia, 
making the Armenian kingdom the first state to officially embrace Christianity.He is recog-
nized as a saint by the Armenian Apostolic Church.
After the death of Khosrov II, Ardashir of Persia took over his kingdom and eradicated his 
bloodline, except his son Terdat and his daughter Khosrovidukht.  Trdat was taken by Gen-
eral Ardavazd Mandaguni to Rome, and his sister by General Odta Amatuni 
to Ani fortress in Van.  
Trdat was raised and educated by Roman Count Lukianos; in his youth, he already showed 
great prowess for leadership.  By the order of Caesar, 18 year old Trdat was sent to Arme-
nia with a Roman envoy. On the way, when they reached Caesarea, Sumbat Bagratuni and 
several other lords endowed him with the Crown of Khosrov- his father.  Gregory the Illu-
minator, son of Anak Pahlavuni serving as secretary, joined the travellers to Armenia.  Trdat 
became the official King of Armenia.  On a holy day of the pagan calendar, Trdat asked 
Gregory to spread flowers for Goddess Anahita (a great honor to bestow). But Gregory, be-
ing Christian, declined to do so.  Trdat, who knew that Gregory’s father Anak murdered his 
own father, became very upset and sent him to the prison of Ashtarak and, after torturing 
him, left him in Khor Virap. During the years of Gregory’s imprisonment, a group of virgin 
nuns, led by Gayane, came to Armenia as they fled the Roman persecution of their Christian 
faith. Trdat heard about the group and the legendary beauty of one of its members, Rhipsime. 
He brought them to the palace and demanded to marry the beautiful virgin; she refused. The 
king had the whole group tortured and killed. After this event, he fell ill and according to 
legend, adopted the behavior of a wild boar, aimlessly wandering around in the forest. Kings 
sibling sister` Khosrovidukht and his wife Queen Ashkhen, told him that they had a dream 
wherein Gregory was still alive in the dungeon and he was the only one able to cure the king. 
At this point it had been 13 years since his imprisonment, and the odds of him being alive 
were slim. They retrieved him and despite being incredibly malnourished he was still alive. 
He was kept alive by a kind-hearted woman that threw a loaf of bread down in Khor Virap 
every day for him.
Trdat was brought to Gregory, and was miraculously cured of his illness in 301.
Persuaded by the power of the cure, the king immediately proclaimed Christianity the of-
ficial state religion. And so, Armenia became the first nation to officially adopt Christianity. 
Tridates appointed Gregory as Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic Church.
Rest of reign. The switch from the traditional pagan Armenian religion to Christianity was 
not an easy one. Trdat often used force to impose this new faith upon the people and many 
armed conflicts ensued, because polytheism was deeply rooted in the Armenian people. 
An actual battle took place between the king’s forces and the pagan camp, resulting in the 
weakening of polytheistic military strength. Trdat thus spent the rest of his life trying to 
eliminate all ancient beliefs and in doing so destroyed countless statues, temples and written 
documents. The king who worked hard to spread the faith, died in 330. Movses Khorenatsi 
states that several members of the nakharar families conspired against Trdat and eventually 
poisoned him.

 
Anahit in early worship was the goddess of war, but later she became the goddess of 
fertility and healing, wisdom and water in Armenian mythology.  A certain mountain 
in the Sophon district was known as Anahit’s throne, and her worship was estab-

lished in Erez, Armavir, Artashat, and Ashdishat.  
The entire district of Erez was called Anahitian Gavarr.  The temple of Erez was the 
most elaborate and wealthy, serving only nobles.  During the expedition of Mark 
Antony in Armenia, Roman solders broke the statue of said temple in two pieces.  
Later, when Emperor Augustus was invited to Armenia, he was asked during a din-
ner ceremony whether the wreckers of the Statue of Anahit had been punished, ‘No,’ 
he answered, ‘on the contrary, I have today the good fortune of treating you with a 
part of the hip of that gold statue.’  Anahit’s golden statue in Erez was worshipped by 

Armenians before the rise of Christianity in Armenia.  
GODESS ANAHIT



Trdat comes to visit his sister Khosrovidukht, who was taken, as a child, by Odta and kept in Ani fortress, in fear of Ardashir 
King of Persia.  Odta was a very wise and clever man- he was also Trdat’s treasurer.  Odta told Trdat that his sister Khos-

rovidukht was a very wise, uniquely soft spoken and obedient woman. 

37 Christian virgins, fleeing Roman 
persecution, under the guidance of 

Gayaneh, came to Armenia and settled 
in the city of Vagharshapat.  There is an 
Armenian tale that in 301, King Trdat 

became fond of one of the virgins named 
Hripsime.  But Hripsime rejected Trdat, who 

gruesomely murdered all the 
virgins and many other 

Christians as well.  After this evil deed, the 
King was stricken with a strange illness.   

His Christian sister Khosrovidukht told Trdat 
that she had a dream that the only 

person who could make him well was preach-
er Gregory and asked him to free Gregory 

from prison.  The King freed 
Gregory, who miraculously healed him. 



TRDAT IN BATTLE WITH HIS ENEMY  GETHAGEON` THE KING OF BASLA 
HE KNOCKED HIM DOWN WITH ONE BLOW

After Trdat, his son Khosrov II became King of Armenia.  With the help of two brave Lords, Bagrat and Vahan Amatuni, 
Khosrov was able to succeed in numerous battles.  He is the founder of the city of Dvin, which was his capital. 

Tigran VII, the son of Khosrov II, ruled after his father.  He was heavily involved with the Roman Empire.  Accompanied 
by Catholicos Vrtaness, he went to Constantinople, where Emperor Constantine coronated him.  Persian King Shapur, wor-
ried about the relationship between the Armenians and the Romans, attacked Armenia; but Tigran, with the help of Arshavir 
Kamsarakan, the head of  Marzbans in Armenia defeated the Persian army.  When Catholicos Vrtaness refused to hang Em-

peror Julian’s portrait in Church, Roman Cardinal Daniel gathered support against King Tigran.  The Persian King Shapur then 
defeated Julian’s army, capturing Tigran and blinding him. 

To please the Armenian people, King Shapur elected the son of Tigran, Arshak II, to the throne.  Arshak married the daughter 
of Greek King Olympianos. He is the founder of the city of Arshakavan his capital.  



VIEW OF BASALTIK VALLEY & TAKT-E TRDAT



ST. GREGORY IN KHOR VIRAP

KING TRDAT TORTURES ST. GREGORY

KING TRDAT APOLOGIZED TO ST. GREGORY FOR HIS  BEHAVIOR  AND ASKS TO BE BAPTIZED 

Gregory was kept at the prison named 
Khor Virap for almost 13 years.  It is told that an old 

Christian woman brought him bread 
and water daily.



THE BAPTISM OF KING TRDAT  BY GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR  (two scenes)

In 287, Gregory, after studying Christianity, returned to his native Armenia, during the rule of  Trdat III.  Trdat owed his 

position to the Roman Emperor Diocletian, a noted persecutor of Christianity.  Once during a pagan celebration, Trdat 

asked Gregory [an honor] to offer flowers for the Goddess Anahita.  But Gregory, being a Christian, hesitated to do so.  

The King had never forgotten that St. Gregory’s father (Anak) had killed his father, and that Gregory, as a child, was 

taken to Caesarea to be safe from assassination.  He ordered the imprisonment of Gregory in an underground pit, called 

Khor Virap in Ashtarak, where he stayed 13 years. 



St. EDJMIATSIN- THE THREE CHUECHES

St. HRIPSIME, st. EDJMIATSIN CATHEDRAL, & ST. SANDUKHT

Vagharshapat, Home of st. Edjmiatsin

st. Edjmiatsin

Tigran VI had a very wise and clever son named Vagharsh, who was the founder of Vagharshavan and 
Vagharshapat.  Vagharshapat, which was initially the capital of Armenia, became the official center of Armenian churches and 
was renamed Edjmiatsin.  Vagharsh also established the Armenian New Year (Navasart) on August 1st, joyously celebrated 

in Bacvan city.  
He was killed in a battle by Southern Skutars.

St. Edjmiatsin, the first national church of the world, was constructed in Vagharshapat at Nakhijevan.  The first 
cathedral of St. Edjmiatsin, which is now the official center of the Armenian church, was built in 301-303.  

The exact design and location came to St. Gregory in a divine vision: 
“Christ himself descended to Ararat Valley and struck with a golden hammer to indicate the future location of 

the cathedral.” 

In Armenian Church doctrine 
According to the dyophysite formula, 

“Christ, the Son of God, consists of two natures, 
without confusion, 

without change, 
without separation, 
without division.”

(Websters Dictionery, 1901 Mass, USA)



VIEW OF MT. ARARAT AND st. EDJMIATSIN

Amsterdam, 1717, 

St. Gregory the Illuminator left his chair to his son  Aristakes and departed for 
Menastan, a place where he lived until his death.  Later, King Trdat decided to go and 

live in Menastan as well, but was poisoned by his generals.   



THE ASSASINATION OF PRINCE GNEL

During Navasart the ancient Armenian New-Year, all the citizens joined the Armenian army in celebrations at Bakre-
vand.  King Arshak ordered his aide Tirit to assassinate his nephew Gnel.  Gnel’s wife, Parandzem, in tears, pleaded 

with St. Nerses the Catholicos to persuade the King to revoke his order and free her husband, 
but King Arshak was feigning sleep inside the tent.  A.D. 368

During the reign of King Arshak II, 350-368 AD, Armenia became the scene of violent disputes between the Romans 
and Persians.  Arshak committed cruel acts that overshadowed his virtues and contributed to his tragic end.  He ordered 
the assassination of his own nephews, Gnel and Tirit, whom he suspected of scheming for the throne, then married 
Parandzem, the beautiful widow of Gnel.  To him is ascribed the destruction of the House of Kamsarakan, the feudal 
lords related to the King.  The death of Olympia, his Roman wife, has been attributed to a poison allegedly administered 

in the Holy Sacrament by a priest acting at the instigation of Parandzem.



THE DEATH OF KING ARSHAK

King Shapur II of Persia deceitfully summoned King Arshak II to his palace under the most solemn oath of Zoroastrian-
ism: by sending him “salt sealed with the ring bearing the effigy of a wild boar.”  One day, at a banquet, he ordered the 

imprisonment of the Armenian King in Anhush fortress in Khuzhestan. 
King Arshak’s court eunuch Drastamat, who fought exceedingly well for the Persians against the Kushans, in saving 

Shapur’s life, refused all grand rewards offered to him and asked only to visit King Arshak at Anhush Fortress.  
After gaining access, Drastamat freed King Arshak from his chains, garbed him in kingly garments and honored him 
with a splendid banquet, during which the king, no longer able to tolerate the disgrace- stabbed himself with a knife.  

Drastamat followed his example, stabbing himself as well. 



King PapES

MEHROUJHAN

Arshak’s successor was his son Papes.  When he recovered the throne of the Arshakunian dynasty, the young 
king had many difficulties to overcome.  He was under pressure by both the Roman and Persian states.  

He had a particularly thorny problem in diffusing the friction between Church and State.  In 373, by the order 
of King Papes, the Catholicos Sahak the Great, was poisoned during a banquet.  

Roman Emperor Valens, distrusting King Papes’ loyalty, had the young King stabbed to death at a banquet 
hosted by Trajan, the Roman commander in the East (374 A.D.).   

The Emperor sent Varazdat, the nephew of Papes, a young man highly renowned for his mental and physical 
prowess, to occupy the Armenian throne.  

During his reign, Armenia suffered from internal strife between King Varazdat and the noblemen.  
Mushegh Mamikonian, the leader of the nobility, was assassinated and his son Manuel rose against the King 

and compelled him to flee from Armenia after 4 years of rule (378).  Shapur II died in 379, by which time 
Manuel Mamikonian had rallied a formidable national force for action. 

During the Battle of Bagrevand (371), which was a decisive victory for the Roman-Armenian army, the 
Mamikonians, the Kamsarakans, and the Bagratuniants (all noble families) were in the fray.  Mehrouzhan, the 
leader of Armenian renegades, and many of his followers, perished.  Mushegh Mamikonian, who was supported 
by Trajan, held the military command of the country and succeeded in curbing the turbulent Armenian nobles.  

After the death of Arshak II, Shapur II king of Persia by keeping Armenian general 
Mehrujhan Artsruni’s wife and children as prisoner. 

sent him twice with a large army under the command of  to convert the Armenian people to Zoroastrianism, 
and consequently conquer Armenia.  In this battles thousands of Christian Armenians got killed.  

Nerses The Great asked Emperor Teodos to help Armenia; he sent a massive army under the command of 
General  Terentianos, who banished the Persian army and installed Papes as king.  Nobleman 

Sumbat Bagratunian captured Mehrujhan and placed a flaming crown on his head, stating, “Mehrujhan, with 
this fiery crown, I make you the King of Armenia, as you so wanted.”  

Mehrujhan remains, throughout Armenian history, a traitor.



King Vramshapuh 

KING VRASHAPUH, MESROP MASHDOTS AND CATHOLICOS SAHAK PARTEV
Tapestry by Grikor Khanjian, 1980. Treasures of Etchmiadzin, 1984

When King Khosrov II was dethroned by Shapur III of Persia, his brother Vramshapuh 
became the ruler of  Armenia.  He was not given the title ‘King’ until ten years later, when 

Yazdegert sat on the Persian throne in Teisphon.  King Vramshapuh gained the 
confidence of the Persians as well as the pro-Roman parties of Armenia.  

With the approval of Yazdegert, he appointed Sahak Mamikonian as patriarch.  
Sahak’s son-in-law, Hamazasp Mamikonian, was given the high office of General, a leg-
acy- as it were- of his family.  The King also appointed Martspet his special guardian and 
Administrator of the Royal Domain.  Apset Mamikonian placed the crown on the King’s 

head at the coronation.  Thus, he successfully honored his Persian neighbors, and the 
Armenian nobility who distrusted the Persian Empire, ruling harmoniously and ushering 
in an era of peace.  The wise and beneficent reign of Vramshapuh is particularly illustrat-
ed through his decree that mandated Mesrop Mashdots to create an Armenian alphabet.



The Armenian edition of the 
Bible in 425, which was 

translated by St. Mesrop 
Mashdots, and his students, 

is the fifth known translation 
of the Bible. 

Some claim it to be the best 
Bible translation ever. 

The famous linguists of the 19th 
century referred to it as the 

“Queen of translations.” 
Thus the 5th century becamethe 

Golden Age of 
Armenian literature.

Armenia, the long time battleground for Persians and Romans, again lost independence in 387. 
The Armenian Church was inevitably influenced by these violent political changes.  But the loss of independence 
could not destroy the nation’s spirit or faith.  It brought the clergy, nobility, and common people closer together.  

At a time when Christianity was gaining considerable strength and support in Armenia, the need surfaced to revive 
the lost Armenian alphabet.  In the Armenian churches, Mass was performed in Greek.  

The royal court and nobility, the priesthood, the schools (established by Nerses Catholicos) and universities widely 
used Greek, Syrian and Persian languages.  Therefore, the re-creation of the alphabet became vital to inhibit as-
similation.  King Vramshapuh decreed along with Catholicos Sahak that Mesrop Mashdots, a scholar-monk with 
exceptional ability and literary prowess, create a wholly new Armenian alphabet. Mesrop was a native of the rural 
community of Taron.  After several years of service in the army, he was appointed royal secretary; being a menial 

position for someone of his talents, he soon turned his interests to philosophical topics.  
He resigned his post and entered into the service of the Church.  

At the time, intellectual pursuits swept through the Church and the Church served the role of higher educational 
institute.  Since Constantine had adopted Christianity as the Roman State Religion, science, literature, social work, 
and legislation all became topics of the clergy.  It was in this climate that Mesrop chose this career path; he wanted 
to preach, to serve, to enlighten, to educate.  He was 40 years old in 394 when, in Goghtan province, he began 
teaching and preaching.  Once he was mandated to create an Armenian alphabet, for several years, he travelled 

throughout Greater and Lesser Armenia in quest of lost scriptures. In Edessa, he found several scrolls in old 
Armenian; reviewing them and exploring possible phonetic structures and alliteration, he recreates the Armenian 
alphabet in 405.  In 425, he translated  the Bible into the Armenian language from archaic copies of the text brought 
from Rome and Greece.  As stated above, the Armenian translation is the fifth known translation of the Bible.  Earli-
er, the Bible had been translated into Syriac, Latin, Coptic and Abyssinian languages.  St. Mesrop was later elevated 
into sainthood.  He is also credited as the author of the Georgian alphabet, also inventing an alphabet for the large 

tribe of Gargareans (Aghuank).  Consequently, the 5th century became the Golden Age of Armenian literature.  

st. Mesrop Mashdots

St. Sahak and St. Mesrop together with their students` Yeznik, Koriun, Hovsep Baghnatsi 
and Hovhan Yegeghetsats translating the Holly Bible to Armenian 425 c. 



 ST. MESROP MASHDOTS, 
By: Stephan Nersesian, 1882.

The first sentence that St. Mesrop Mashdots wrote after creating the Armenian alphabet:   

"To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding." 

THE FUNERAL OF ST. MESROP MASHDOTS

ARMENIAN ALPHABET



GRIKOR KHANDJIAN, (VARTANANK, THE BATTLE OF AVARAYER), TAPESTRY, 1983.
Treasures of Etchmiadzin, 1984

Vartan Mamikonian, the Sparapet (military commander) of the Armenian army and the leader of their liberation 
movement, was educated in the newly opened Sahak-Mesropian school of Vagharshapat.  When his father died, he 

became the head of the noble Mamikonian family.  In 420, he left for Constantinople with Mesrop Mashdots and, by 
the order of the Emperor Theodosius II, was appointed General of the Armenian troops of Byzantium.  

Sassanian King Bahram V then recognized him as the military commander of the Armenian realm.  
After the dethronement of King Artashir, the last Armenian Arsacid ruler, Vartan remained the Sparapet of the province 
of Armenia.  In 449, when King Yazdegerd II issued an edict forcing conversion of the Armenians to Zoroastrianism, 
Vartan became the leader of the great rebellion against the Persians.  In 450, he expelled the Persian Magi from Armenia 

and refused to acknowledge Sassanian supremacy.  
He restored the rights and privileges of the Armenian princes and clerics, strengthened the fortresses, united the military 

forces of his supporters, and prepared for a counter-resurgence.  
In 451, Vartan Mamikonian heroically fell in the battle of Avarayr and was canonized as one of the “Holy Martyrs for the 

Homeland.”  The Armenian church dedicates the “Wondrous Canticle” to him.    



Vartan Mamikonian

In this illustration, Saint Ghevond Yerets encourages the Armenian troops and generals to defend their faith and homeland.  
Vartan Mamikonian, the military commander of the Armenian army, comes forward, vowing to lay down his life for his motherland, 
and young Vahan Mamikonian (Vartan’s nephew) hands him the Aryan Sword.  Yeghishe, the secretary of the sparapet, kept all the 

events in mind and, afterwards, wrote, “The History of Vartan and the Armenian War against the Tyranny of the Persians.” 

Ghevond Yerets



THE MAUSOLEUM OF VARTAN MAMIKONIAN 
IN  (AVARAYRI DASHT)  AT (KHOY - MAKOO), IRAN 

(Haigh Adjemian, Raffi Taregirk)

left, SHUSHANIK, VARTAN MAMIKONIAN’S DAUGHTER

VA R TA N A N K



GRIKOR KHANDJIAN, (VARTANANK),  
Battle of Avarayr (detail)



A LETTER TO HAZGERD
EDWARD ISABEKIAN

In 428, the Sassanian King Yazdegerd II of Persia put an end to the reign of the Armenian Arsacids, and in 449 issued 
an edict by which he commanded the forceful conversion of the Armenians and his other Christian subjects to Zoro-

astrianism.  This decree agitated the Armenian people and heightened their desire for freedom.  
At the beginning of the year 449, the assembly of the Armenian princes and clerics declined Yazdegerd II’s order of 

conversion; a negative answer was also sent to the Persian King by the neighboring Georgians and Albanians.  
Yazdegerd was furious and summoned the Armenian, Georgian and Albanian princes to Ctesiphon.  Under the threat 
of a sentence to death, they pretended to abandon their religion; so Yazdegerd sent the Armenian princes, accompa-
nied by 700 magi and armed guards, to Armenia, commanding them to transform the churches into fire-temples, to 

uproot Christianity, establish Persian schools, and promulgate the Zoroastrian religion in the country. 
However, when the magi reached the town of Anggh in the Tsaghkotn district and attempted to transform the local 

church into a fire-temple, a group of Armenian peasants led by Ghevond Yerets strongly resisted them.  
The inhabitants of Zarehavan followed their example, and soon a spontaneous movement of the people spread 

throughout the country. 



BATTLE OF AVARAYER, 451. 

EDWARD ISABEKIAN

Vartan Mamikonian was chosen as the leader of the rebellion, but Vasak Syuni, the Marzpan (governor) of Armenia, 
did not join the rebels.  The Byzantine emperor Marcian refused to help the Armenians and entered into an 

alliance with Yazdegerd.  On May 26, 451 AD, the hostile armies attacked one another in the field of Avarayr, between 
present-day Maku and Khoy in Iran, on the banks of the Tghmut River.  The Armenian troops, although smaller in 
number, gave a stubborn and bloody battle to the enemy, and the fight, with varied success, lasted the whole day.  

Vartan Mamikonian and many other brave warriors fell in the battle. 
They are acknowledged as “Holy Martyrs of the Homeland” and are honored through a memorial day in the Armenian 

church calendar- namely the Thursday preceding the Shrovetide. 
As a result of the battle, Yazdegerd ordered an end to the war; he decided to recognize the autonomy of the province 
(marzpanutyun) of Armenia, renounce his plan of forcefully converting the Armenians to Zoroastrianism, lessen the 
taxes, cease the violence, and conduct a comparably tolerant policy.  Vasak Syuni was accused of treason and removed 
from his office.  After being tried in Ctesiphon together with other members of Armenian nobility and clergy, he was 

sent to prison.  Continuously suffering indignity, Vasak fell ill and died in prison. 



PRINCE 
NERSES KAMSARAKANPRINCE VAHAN (GAIL)

Prince Arshavir Kamsarakan- the husband of Vartanush (daughter of  Vartan Mamikonian) and father of 
Nerseh.  Countless military personnel and their families were either forced or bribed by the Persian King to 

leave Armenia and join the Persian army.  Some successfully escaped and returned to Armenia.  
Here they beg Arshavir Kamsarakan to forgive them and let them rejoin the Armenian army.  Some priests who 

had helped them escape are also asking for leniency.  A.D. 450

Persian King Khosrov I, in 
battle with the Romans, asked 
Mushegh Mamikonian to help 

him;  Mushegh refused, 
angering the King, who sent 

General Mihrdad with 30,000 
troops to Taron to destroy the 

Armenians.  In 604, Gayl Vahan 
killed Mihrdad and decmiated 
his army.  The Persian King 

tried two more times to attack, 
but the Armenian army, led by 

Gayl Vahan resisted.

 

Nerseh was the grand son of  
Vartanush Mamikonian and 

son of Arshavir Kamsarakan.  
He was a general in Vahan 

Mamikonian’s army, and was 
renowned for bravery. 

He built several churches an 
schools in Shirak.  

In various battles with the 
Persian army, he managed to 
succesfully force a retreat of 

the great army.



PUNISHMENT OF PRINCESS MARIAM FOR ENTERING CHURCH

Princess Mariam was one of the first Armenian Sibyl sChristians.  The Sibylline 
Oracles in religious history, contrary to popular notions, history reveals to us 
that women were at varying times in history revered as equal in station to men in 
earlier societies and within the Orthodox Church. A simple and undeniable ex-
ample of how women were once acknowledged as equals to men in the orthodox 
church may be seen when we look at the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome, 
where for all the world to see, Michelangelo painted five women (Sibyls) in 
equal station with five Prophets of the Old Testament. During the Renaissance as 
Ancient Greek and Roman writings, when the Roman Empire was destroyed by 
barbarians, stirred acknowledgment of the role of women in the historical de-
velopment of religion and philosophy. While in later times, the knowledge of 
women’s role in history intellectually was squelched by the orthodox teachings, 
knowledge of the role of women was preserved. Many faith groups teach that 
women have very specific roles, both in the family and in religious organizations 
where positions of authority are reserved for males.  This list includes the Roman 
Catholic Church, all Eastern Orthodox churches, Gregorian Church, a minority 
of provinces within the Anglican Communion, the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (the Mormons) and many Fundamentalist and other Evangeli-
cal Protestant denominations. More portrates of Sibylline Oracles women are 
in Russian Museums, which done by famous Armenian Artist Bogdan Saltanov 
who was born in New Djulfa. 

The Delphic Sibyl Sibyl fresco detail 
from Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo



HARSNAVAZ (PRINCES SHAHANDUKHT)   

During these great battles, Shahandukht, daughter of Varazdat, prince of Aghuank, was famous for her striking beauty. 
Promised in marriage to Haykazn, the Armenian prince of Syunik, she was ambushed on her way by Persians who wanted to 
abduct her. Shahandukht, riding her horse, threw herself into a deep rocky abyss and allegedly landed safely at the bottom.  
Legend has it she did not wish to come out of there, preferring instead to build a solitary hut and live in it until her death.  

The abyss she inhabited is named Harsnavaz.



GENERALS`  ARSHAVIR KAMSARAKAN AND MOUSHEGH DIMAKSIAN 
IN BATTLE WITH  MUMLUKS



Two Armenian armies from Manahjir in the south and army from Cilicia, together with the 
help of the Persian army,  attack Assyria and battle Bakur Bdeshkhi.  
They overpower the Assyrians, capture Bakur’s son,  Bakor Hecha, 

shackle him, and parade him all over the province. 
(M. Khorenatsi, Book 3-7). 



VAHAN MAMIKONIAN  LEAVING TO VISIT THE PERSIAN KING, SHAPOUH II; 

THE ARMENIANS ARE PRAYING FOR HIM AND  WISHING HIM A SAFE SOJOURN. 

General Vahan Mamikonian

Marzban Vahan was Vartan Mamikonian’s nephew.  He secured religious and politi-
cal freedom for his people, when he accepted a position training and serving in the 

Persian army.  The King of Persia then appointed him as Marzban (patroller) of 
Armenia, leaving the Armenians again, largely, the arbiters of their own affairs.  

Their independence was further asserted in 554, when the second council of Dvin 
rejected the Dyophysite Doctrine of the Council of Chalcedon in 451- a decisive step 

that cut them off from the East. 



PRINCE TATOUL THE HERO CHATTING WITH THE MONGOLIAN TYRANT TOGHROL

When the Armenian princes and troops fought in the Vanand province against the invading Seljuks, lead 

by Sultan Tughril, some of them were taken captive. The Sultan sent for one of those princes named 

Tatul, showed him the son of a Seljuk nobleman severely wounded in the battle, and said: 

“If he survives, I shall set you free, but if he dies, I shall sacrifice you for him.”  Tatul answered, 

“If the blow is (one of) mine, he will not live; if of someone else, I do not know.”
 (Aristakes Lastivertsi, 16).



PRINCE TATOUL THE VALIANT

The enoromous empire of the Mongols expanded from the East, ousting the Turks from Greater 

Armenia, Syria, and Lesser Armenia.  During the rule of Hetum I, Mongols approached the borders of 

Cilicia.  Hetum I promptly established good relations with Toghrol Khan and other Mongol leaders.  

Later, when Toghrol assumed the title of Great Khan, Hetum made a long trip, with many sumptuous 

presents.  As a result, the military alliance with the Mongols was reaffirmed.  

The Mongols supported Hetum in his conflict against the Turkish Sultans.  Subsequently, Armenian 

Kings also maintained friendly relations with the Khans of the Golden Horde.  The situation drastically 

changed when the Mongols declined in power and were gradually converted to Islam. 



PRINCE TOROS I, IMPRISONED  AND PUNISHED THE  MANDALIAN BROTHERS FOR ASSASSINATING KING GAGIK

Toros I, the grandson of Rouben, occupied the Kendroskav fortress as revenge for the assassination of King 

Gagik Mandaliants captured the three brothers, killed the first one, imprisoned the 

second, and took the third one as prisoner. After taking back all the treasures and the throne of King Gagik, he 

also took the large silver cross and St. Maria’s picture which was made from gold and silver, and he  left for 

Vahkayn to return the throne and belongings of King Gagik. A.D.1111  



KING HETOUM I, MOURNS  HIS SON TOROS’ DEATH

While King Hetoum was away visiting the Mongols’ court, his son Levon and his younger brother Toros fought to repel 

Mamluk invaders at the Battle of Mari. Toros was killed in combat, and Levon, along with his army, was captured and 

imprisoned.  King Hetoum, in exchange for granting a large amount of gold and money and some of his fortresses to the 

enemy, bought his son’s freedom.   A.D.1267



THE ENTHRONEMENT OF KING LEVON II,  
OF THE RUBENIAN DYNASTY IN ANI.

During the rule of Levon II, when Cilicia was in a period of 
development, the Third Crusade was proclaimed in Europe. 

The French King Philip II, the Roman Emperor Frederick I, and 
the English King Richard the Lion heart assembled their forces 

to recapture Jerusalem from Saladdin. 
Levon II promised to supply the Europeans with food and hors-
es.  Wishing to reward Levon II for his loyalty, Henry the IV of 
France, like Frederick Barbarossa of Rome, sent him a splendid 
crown.  Other leaders of the Third Crusade also promised their 
friendship and protection.  Nevertheless, the European mon-
archs and the Pope of Rome were never disinterested toward 

the Armenian state.  Some religious concessions and the further 
reunion of the Armenian and Catholic churches were stipulated 

as important conditions. 



King Levon II

KING LEVON II,  ENTERING ANTIOCH AND ACCESSIONOF NAKHARAR RUBEN

Levon II, was born in 1236.  He was the son of 

King Hetum I and Queen Isabella.  

He was King of the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia 

from 1269 to 1289. 

The Cilician Armenian kingdom was reinforced 

when Levon II took advantage of the long term 

conflict among the Latin Princes of the neighbour-

ing Antioch Principality. 

Armenian King Levon captured Antioch twice. 

He marked the end of his rule with victories over 

the Sultans of Konya and Aleppo. 



Cilician Kingdom

The ancient Armenian noble family of Bagratuni traces its genealogy to the great patriarch Hayk- the first ruler of 
Armenia.  In the 8-9th centuries, during the Arab occupation of Armenia, they controlled the majority of Armenia, making Shira their capi-
tal.  The Bagratunians were one of the most powerful families, and were named the first Knights (Nakharars) in Armenia.  Smbat Bagratuni 
received this honor, held hereditarily, and the titles of Coronant of the Kings and Master of the Horsemen, by King Vagharsh.  They struggled 
valiantly against the Arabs to obtain an independent Armenia.  Their dynasty began in 886; in 961, Ani became the capital of the Bagratunian 

Kingdom.  With the decline of the Mamikonian Dynasty, the Bagratunians emerged as one of the most powerful families of the region.

 Bagratunian Dynasty

Queen Katerinad,
Wife of Ashot I KING Ashot I, Bagratuni

KING Ashot II, (Yerkat) Bagratuni

Ashot Bagratuni served as king from 886 to 891. 
He is the founder of Bagratunian Dynasty.  He laid 
the foundations of a new age of Armenian history 
after the Byzantines.  In 880, Ashot I, crushed the 

Arab army; he was called the Prince of Princes 
by Byzantines and Arab Khalifas. 

Being a prominent military leader and a brilliant 
politician, he headed the struggle for the 

independence and unification of Armenia. 
He subordinated the major feudal lords of 

Armenia.  In 886, when he 
became King, the Arab Abbasid Khalifa and 
Byzantine Emperor both gifted him a crown, 
recognizing the independence of Armenia. 

Ashot II reigned from 914 to 928. He conducted a valiant struggle against the Arabs. 
They were attempting to end Armenia’s independence in 921, when Ashot II crushed 
the Arab army at the shore of Lake Sevan and freed large parts of Armenia from Arab 
conquerors.  For his persistence and durability in the struggle against the Arabs, the 
nickname Ashot Yerkat (the Iron King) was coined.  In 922, the Arab Khalifa recog-
nized Ashot as the Lord of Armenia and gave him the hereditary title of  “Shahenshah 

of Armenia and Georgia,” meaning the King of the Kings of Armenia and Georgia. 

The Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, also known as the Cilician Armenia, Kingdom of Cilician Armenia,was an independent principality formed 
during the High Middle Ages by Armenian refugees fleeing the Seljuk invasion of Armenia.Located outside of the Armenian Highland and 
distinct from the Armenian Kingdom of Antiquity, it was centered in the Cilicia region northwest of the Gulf of Alexandretta, in what is today 
southern Turkey founded c. 1080 by the Rubenid dynasty, an alleged offshoot of the larger Bagratid family, which at various times had held 
the thrones of Armenia and Georgia. Their capital was at originally Tarsus, and later became Sis. Cilicia was a strong ally of the European 
Crusaders, and saw itself as a bastion of Christendom in the East. It also served as a focus for Armenian nationalism and culture, since Armenia 
proper was under foreign occupation at the time. Cilicia’s significance in Armenian history and statehood is also attested by the transfer of the 
seat of the Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic Church, spiritual leader of the Armenian people, to the region. In 1198, with the crowning of 
Levon the Magnificent of the Rubenid dynasty, Cilician Armenia became a kingdom. In 1226, the crown was passed to rival Het’umids through 
Queen Zabel’s second husband, Hetum I. As the Mongols conquered vast regions of Central Asia and the Middle East, Hetum and succeed-
ing Hetumid rulers sought to create an Armeno-Mongol alliance against common Muslim foes, most notably the Mamluks. In the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, the Crusader states disintegrated and the Mongols became islamized, leaving the Armenian Kingdom without any 
regional allies. After relentless attacks by the Mamluks in Egypt in the fourteenth century, Cilician Armenia of the Lusignan dynasty, mired in 

an internal religious conflict, finally fell in 1375



Artsruniants Dynasty

KING Gagik I, 

KING Gagik I, Bagratuni

Ashot III, Bagratuni 
(the Gracious) 

THE CITY  AND FORTRESS OF ANI

Ashot III was King of Armenia from 
953 to 977.  He instituted a policy of 

strengthening the central authority and 
unifying the country.  

He created a strong army and, in 961, 
transferred his royal residence from 

Kars to Anni.  Thus,
 Ani became the capital of

Armenia and central in its unification. 
Ashot III organized extensive con-

struction and improvement in 
the capital city.

As King of Armenia in the capital of Ani (990-1020), Gagik I unified 
the Armenian lands and pursued the policy of centralization of power 
in the fledgling country.  He suppressed the military campaign of the 
Armenian Kingdom of Tashir Dzoragert.  During Gagik’s rule, the 

capital Ani became a serious trade, artisans and cultural center. 

Another Royal Dynasty in the Cilician Kingdom of Armenia 
(908-1021), the Artsrunis were an influential Armenian princely 

house known since the 4th century.  The ancestral 
possessions of the Artsrunis were located in a country called Gavar, 
of Great Alback, with the administrative center in Hadamakert (New 

Bashkaleh in historical Western Armenia).  
At the end of the 7th century, the Artsrunians acquired the posses-
sion of the princely house of Reshtuni on the southern and eastern 

coasts of Lake Van.  The city of Van became the political center of the 
Artsrunis, subordinating the entire province of Vaspurakan.  

In the 9th century, they competed with the Armenian Bagratuni 
House.  During the reign of Gagik Artsruni (908-943), they retained 
a counter-kingdom, which lasted until 1021.  The invasion of Seljuks 
and the offensive of the Byzantine troops forced Senekerim Artsruni 
to transfer his kingdom to Byzantium.  In return, the Artsrunis ob-

tained lands in Lesser Armenia with their capital in the city of Sebas-
tia.  In their homeland the descendants of the Artsrunis lived in Van, 

whereby they inherited the post of Catholicos of Akhtamar.  



King Levon V,  Lusinian

Prince Ruben (Ishkhan)

THE Lusinian Dynasty and 

fall of the last armenian Kingdom

Rubinian Dynasty & Crusaders

After numerous Turkmen nomadic tribes such as the Seljuks, Kara-Koyunlu 
(Black sheep), and Agh-Koyunlu (White sheep) invaded Armenia, thousands of 
Armenians moved towards Cilicia, in the region of Armenia Minor, situated 
between the Taurus and Amanus Mountains near the Mediterranean Coast.  After 
a while, they became the predominant people of the land. 
In 1080, a descendant of the Bagratuni family, Prince Ruben, asserted authority 
over the local Armenian and Greek Princes.  Ruben became founder of the Rubin-
ian Dynasty; Ruben I and his successors maintained close contacts with the Cru-
saders.  Thus, the Armenian Principality, which later became a Kingdom, adopted 
the principals of state organization used in European countries.  Soon, new ranks 
and titles were established. Armenian Nakharars became Knights and Barons- 
Sparapets were often Constables.  The Cilician court, besides their own language 
of Armenian, used Latin and French as well.  Intermarriage between Armenians 
and European noble families was widespread.  The rulers of Cilicia, Constantine I 
and Thoros I, led successfully.   But the next heir to the throne, Levon I- Constan-
tine’s younger son and Thoros’ brother, lost his realm, as the Byzantine Emperor 
John II the Comnenus arrested him and took over all his dominions.

Levon V, the last king of the Lusinian Dynasty, ruled Cilicia after the de-
scendants of the Armenian branch of the royal Lusinian family expired.  The 
country was exhausted and depleted due to continuous Muslim invasions; Chris-
tian Cilicia was doomed.  The surrounding Muslim states were under the constant 
threat of possible crusades and considered the Cilician Kingdom as a sufficient 
pretext for the European Kingdoms to invade.  By the time of Constantine IV, the 
Cilician Armenians gained perhaps their last victory, defeating the troops of the 
Mamluks near Alexandria.  After Constantine’s death in 1364, the Cilician throne 
remained unoccupied for more than two years.  
Finally Levon V, the last Armenian king, was elected in 1366; 8 years later, after 
a series of fatal battles against the overpowering enemy, he locked himself in 
Ghapan fortress, but soon surrendered.  
The Mamluks sent him to Egypt where he remained captive; later he fled to Cy-
prus, then was in Madrid, and later in France, and remained there until his death 
in 1393.  Even amidst constant warring and occupation, Cilicia retained a large 
Armenian population until the Genocide of 1915.



Two scenes from King Levon’s tomb at Basilique St. Denis in Paris 

When the King of Georgia had given an order to kill King Levon V and his brother Bohemond (of  the
Lusinian Dynasty), Levon’s bodyguards killed the rebels, while Levon and his brother escaped to Cyprus, where 
he was made a Knight of the Chivalric Order of the Sword in 1360.  In his later life, he relocated once again to 

Paris, 1384, where he received Saint-Ouen Castle  from King Charles VI of France, who benevolently protected 
the Armenian King until his death.  The last King of Armenia died in Paris, in 1393.  



A N I

Ani (Aviov in Greek, and Abricum in Latin), is the capital of the medieval Armenian Kingdom.  Now situated 
in Turkey, in the old Armenian province of Kars, it rests upon the border of Armenia and Turkey.  
The city took its name from the the Armenian fortress and pagan center of Ani-Kamakh located in the region 
of Daranagiugh in Upper Armenia.  During the era of the Armenian kingdoms, an impenetrable fortress was 
built atop a high mountain, setting the stage for the medieval city hundreds of years later. 
In 1064, the Seljuk Turkish army attacked Ani and, after 25 days of battle, captured the city and slaughtered 
its citizens.  As the Arab historian Seybat-ebne`- Gaviz wrote: “The Turkish army entered the city, massacred 
inhabitants, pillaged and burned all, leaving it only ruins and taking 50,000 prisoners, among them women 
and children.  I went to see the city with my own eyes, and when I entered, I tried to find a street on which I 
would not have to walk over the corpses, but it was impossible.  There were dead bodies all over the ground- 
no one could walk by without stepping on them.”  In 1072, the Turk Seljuks sold Ani to Kurdish Muslims- the 
Shatadis Dynasty.  Several times, the Christian Kingdom of Georgia successfully captured Ani- only to be 
recpatured by the Kurds. 



THE ARMENIAN ARMY PERSECUTES THE GREEKS, BESIEGED AT THE ANI FORTRESS IN ARMENIA

The first Armenian rulers of Cilicia- Constan-
tin I and Toros I- led successful campaigns 
against both Saracens and Greeks.  The next 
ruler, Levon I, was less fortunate, as the Em-
peror John II Comnenus arrested him and 
took all his domains.  Later Levon I and his 
elder son Ruben were murdered in prison, but 
Levon’s younger son Toros, known as Toros II, 
was spared.  Five years later, Toros II escaped 
to Cilicia to declare Armenia’s independence. 
Emperor Manuel I, sent his commander An-

dronicus to punish the fugitive prince. 
Toros defeated the Greek army several times. 



R U I N SO F  A N I

By: Ker Porter, Traveller to Armenia 1871

pp. 171-176

During our course over it, we came to the ruins of a deserted village; a sight to which my attendants 
seemed, in all ways, to be perfectly familiar.  But such ruins, thanks to civilization, are almost as strange 
to a European’s eye, as discordant to his taste.  The tale they tell, is of too unqualified a misery, to give 
any pleasing feeling of interest, while passing their trampled remains.  The delapidations of time or of 
war, on great cities, or on buildings of national consequence, derive grandeur from the magnitude, and not 
unfrequently from the obscurity of the events which had occasioned their decay events, which assailing 
generally, do not strike so deeply on individual happiness.  But, in the ruins of a poor little village, we see 
nothing but poverty robbed of its pittance; murder bursting the doors of the hovel; and the defenceless 
inmates put to death, or turned out on the waste to perish.  Such was the spectacle these silent and bare 
walls conjured up; and I gladly passed on from so sad a memento of human ruthlessness and misery. 
On rising the hill, we entered a wide upland valley, across which we took a westward line, while my 
baggage-horses pursued their way in another direction to the monastery of Kotchivan, where we were to 
quarter for the night.  When I made this division, my escort told me we had then about ten wersts to ride 
before we should arrive at Ani. 



The day was far advanced, and being eager to reach the place time enough to allow some hours of exami-
nation, we set off at a very rapid pace.  The road was exceedingly rough, over low hills, where often a track 
was scarcely visible; but at length the towers of the ancient city appeared at the extremity of an uneven 
plain, spreading to a vast extent along the horizon.  Impatient, I spurred on; and, at a nearer view, found its 
southern and eastern faces protected by a deep and impassable ravine, through which flows the Arpatchai.  
The western and northern fronts have been defended by a double range of high walls and towers of the 
finest masonry.  Three great entrances present themselves to the north.  Over the center gate was sculp-
tured a leopard or lion-passant; and near it, on the flanking towers, several large crosses were carved in 
the stone, and richly decorated with exquisite fretwork.  On entering the city, I found the whole surface of 
the ground covered with hewn stones, broken capitals, columns, shattered, but highly ornamented friezes; 
and other remains of ancient magnificence.  Several churches, still existing in different parts of the place, 
retain something more than ruins of their former dignity; but they are as solitary as all the other structures, 
on which time and devastation have left more heavy strokes.  In the western extremity of this great town, 
in which no living beings, except ourselves, seemed breathing, we saw the palace, once of the kings of 
Armenia; and it is a building worthy the fame of this old capital.  Its length stretches nearly the whole 
breadth, between the walls of the city on one side, and the ravine on the other.  Indeed, it seems a town in 
itself; and so superbly decorated within and without, that no description can give an adequate idea of the 
variety and richness of the highly wrought carvings on the stone, which are all over the building; or of the 
finely-executed mosaic patterns, which beautify the floors.



Near the centre of the city, rise two enormous octagon towers of an immense height, surmounted by turrets. 
They command all around them, even to the citadel, which stands to the south-west on a high rock, and at the edge of a precipice. 
The farther I went, and the closer I examined the remains of this vast capital, the greater was my admiration of its firm and finished ma-
sonry.  In short, the masterly workmanship of the capitals of pillars, the nice carvings of the intricate ornaments, and arabesque friezes, 
surpassed any thing of the kind I had ever seen, whether abroad, or in the most celebrated cathedrals of England.  I particularly observed 
a religious edifice, of less dimensions than some of the others, but of exquisite architecture.  It stood very near the octagon towers; and 
its high arched roof was a beautiful specimen of mosaic work, enriched with borders of the pure Etruscan, formed in red, black, and 
yellow stone.  The pillars, and all ornamental parts of the building, were as sharp and fresh, as if but the erection of yesterday.   Indeed, 
every where, time seemed to have dealt more mercifully with this city, than the hand of man.  War had broken down its bulwarks; made 
its palaces, churches, and dwelling places, tenantless; and, in a thousand ways, left its desolating marks.  But where time alone might be 
expected to act, or with its destroying auxiliaries, the influences of weather, there we found few symptoms of decay.  Fine, and even bril-
liant mosaic, executed with more or less precision, spreads itself over the city; and, in general, the form of the cross appears to be the root 
whence all the various patterns spring.  Houses, churches, towers, embattled walls, every structure, high or low, partake the prevailing 
taste, and, on all, we see the holy insignia carved, large or small, in black stone. 

Besides these emblems, I found long inscriptions, cut in the old Armenian character, over the 
principal entrances of the churches; and some of them I should have transmitted to paper, had 
not the evening been drawing on, and with it a cold so intense as to disable me from holding 
my pencil.  But, had it been otherwise, the impatience of my escort to be gone, would not have 
allowed me to trace a line.  Notwithstanding their numbers, and their courage, it was probable 
that, under dusk, they might be surprised by a greater force, of equal determination; banditti, 
issuing from the dark and tomb-like heaps of the city, where, in the daylight, appeared only 
silence and desolation.  The disposition of many of the ruins, by their closeness and gloom, 
rendered them apt places for the lurking-holes of these sanguinary freebooters; like most Asi-
atic cities, the streets appearing to have been not more than from twelve to fourteen feet wide.  
The generality of the houses along these narrow, but widely scattered lines, were divided into 
a variety of small apartments, which are easily traced in the divisions of the roofless walls.  
As I passed by them, and over the almost formless masses of yet more extensive ruins, I could 
not but think of the interesting stores of antiquity, which might be lying hid beneath those 
mighty fragments of columns, walls, and heaps of stones.  Even a few days’ gathering on the 
surface, would furnish a traveller.  When the sun had quite sunk behind the mountains, it was 
no time to linger longer in such a place ; and, with infinite regret, I obeyed the summons of 
my guides, and took a last look of the majestic relics of Anni, lying, a vast solitude, on the 
grey and wintry plain; for no living creature appeared, even as a single looker-out, from the 
murderous bands reported to infest the city.  The monastery, which was to be our night’s lodg-
ing, stood five miles to the eastward; and, to that point, now a bitterly blowing one, we turned 
our faces.  As we rode along, I observed low foundations of old walls, and other buildings, 
stretching to a considerable distance from the immediate neighbourhood of the city. 

At one part, two small churches were yet standing, of the same character with those in Ani; and on another spot, I observed a couple of 
prodigious-sized pedestals, supporting  square blocks of stone, which were covered with Armenian inscriptions.  These pedestals, and the 
materials with which the ancient capital was built, have all been dug from immense quarries in the vicinity of Kotchivan.  They consist 
of a beautiful kind of rock, which bears the three colours described before as forming the walls and ornamental architecture of Ani.  It is 
very close-grained, and susceptible of being cut into the most delicate combinations without difficulty or splintering, till it is exposed to 
the air; and then, while it becomes too hard for such work, it acquires a solidity and a surface which resists every destroying effect from 
the changes of the weather.  Before we reached the convent, night had quite overtaken us; but, dark as it was, I yet discerned much of the 
interesting scenery of the road; and amongst the rest, a high octagon watch-tower, resembling the two I had seen in Ani. ...could it be at-
tempted with any degree of security, with very fine specimens of the most beautiful ornaments of architecture.  The military power of the 
city, as far as fortifications could render it formidable, must have been very great; for the ravine which I mentioned before, as one means 
of defence, was additionally strengthened with walls, and towers of different heights.  The remains of a noble stone bridge are yet visible
over the river which flows at the bottom of the ravine.

                                                                                                                                By: Ker Porter, Traveller to Armenia 1871 pp. 171-176







Memorial Chapel to the 
Armenian Genocide 
at the Catholicosate 
premises in Antelias.

St. Gregory the 
Illuminator 

Catedral, 1940)

Holy See of  Cil ic ia

The history of the Holy See of Cilicia as an autocephalous church starts af-
ter the fall of the Aniand Dynasty in 1045.  The Seat of the church was first 
established at Sivas in 1058 AD, then moved to Dzamendaw in 1066, then to 
Dzovak in 1116, then to Hromkla in 1149, and finally to Sis (the capital of the 
Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia) in 1293.  Sis (modern Adana) was the center of 
the Armenian Catholicos for more than six centuries.  After the fall of the Ar-
menian Kingdom of Cilicia in 1375, the church continued its leadership in the 
many Armenian communities.  Since 1441, however, there have simultaneously 
been two Catholicosates in the Armenian Church, each having equal rights and 
privileges, and each with its own respective jurisdiction.  During the World War I 
and the 1915 Armenian Genocide, the Armenian population and the last residing 
Catholicos of the Monastery of St Sofia, Sahak II of Cilicia (1902-1939), was 
exiled from Turkey.  Since 1930, the Catholicosate of Great House of Cilicia, has 
been headquarted in Antelias, Lebanon.  The division into two Catholicosates 
resulted from frequent relocations of Church headquarters due to political and 
military upheavals.  The division between the two Sees intensified during the 

Soviet period and to some extent reflected the politics of the Cold War.



King Antiochus I Theos of Commagene built on the mountain top a tomb-sanctuary flanked by huge statues (8–9 
m/26–30 ft high) of himself, two lions, two eagles and various Armenian gods, such as Vahagn, Aramazd (Oromas-
des), Mithras. These statues were once seated, with names of each god inscribed on them. The heads of the statues 
have at some stage been removed from their bodies by rebels, and they are now scattered throughout the site.
The pattern of damage to the heads (notably to noses) suggests that they were deliberately damaged by the same 
rebels because of to distroy its Armenian-style facial features. The statues have not been restored to their original 
positions. The site also preserves stone slabs with bas-relief figures that are thought to have formed a large frieze. 
These slabs display the ancestors of Armenian. King Antiochus. 
The same statues and ancestors found throughout the site can also be found on the tumulus at the site, which is 49 
m (161 ft) tall and 152 m (499 ft) in diameter. The statues beside having Armenian-style facial features, appear to 
have their clothing and hair styling.
The western terrace contains a large slab with a lion, showing the arrangement of stars and the planets Jupiter, 
Mercury and Mars on 7 July 62 BC. This may be an indication of when construction began on this monument. The 
eastern portion is well preserved, being composed of several layers of rock, and a path following the base of the 
mountain is evidence of a walled passageway linking the eastern and western terraces. Possible uses for this site is 
thought to have included religious ceremonies, due to the astronomical and religious nature of the monument.
In Ancient History, when the Seleucid Empire was defeated by the Romans in 189 BCE at the Battle of Magnesia 
it began to fall apart,  and the kingdom which was established long before in Commagene territory,  they occupied 
a land in between the Taurus mountains and the Euphrates. The state of Commagene was a small Hellenized Ar-
menian kingdom rulled by Armenain Dynasty. had a wide range of cultures which left its leader from (62 BCE - 38 
BCE) Armenian King Antiochus I, to carry on a peculiar dynastic religious program, in which it included Greek and 
Persian deities. This religious program was very possibly an attempt of  King Antiochus to unify his multiethnic 
kingdom and secure his Armenian Dynasty’s authority.

MOUNT NEMRUTH



View of Mount Nemrut from the North-East

“The Peoples of The Hills” 
Ancient Ararat and Caucasus

By  David Marshall Lang
& Charles Burnet 

History of Civilization



TIMOUR LANG
The Khan of Tatars (1370-1405)

MAP OF SEVEN KINGDOMS OF ARMENIA
IN 10TH CENTURY

MAP OF GREATER ARMENIA AT THE TIME 
OF THE CILICIAN KINGDOM 1300 c.

CAPTURING ARMENIA

Timurlang was the son-in-law of Genghis-Khan, and the ruler of Uzbeks and Tatars.  He de-
cided to walk in his great ancestor’s footsteps; he first gathered all the Tatars and Turkmens of 
Cirtaria and Amutaria.  As he was clever and an extremly talented leader, he easily arranged 
a very large army.  Persia was the first target of Timurlang; after conquering Isfahan, he be-
headed 72,000 Persians.  Next, he attacked Russia.  Upon capturing Moscow, he made Samar-
kand his capital, building several schools of Arts and Sciences.  Timurlang was an extremely 
wise man, yet brutal.  Due to an injury sustained during battle, he was hobbled, earning the 
nickname “Lang” (or lame) in Farsi.  In continuing his conquest, he reached the Ganges River.  
He put under the sword many nations.  He captured from the Mamluks the Assuria, destroyed 
the Khalifa Harun-al-Rashid’s dynasty and put a stranglehold on the city of Baghdad. 

In 1387, Timur entered Armenia.  There ran a river of blood in Siunik, Ararat, Turuberan and Vaspurakan.  In Van and Sebastia, 
the people were completely destroyed.  After capturing China, he resolved to take over all of Asia, but he died.  After Timur, 
Armenia came under the sway of the Turks- the AghKoyunlu and KaraKoyunlu tribes- under the leadership of Uzun-Hasan.  
He became the leader of Armenia in 1469.  He decided to take over Asia Minor, but the Turkish leader of Constantinople and 
Trabizone, Sultan Mohamed II-Fatih, vanquished the Khan near Derjan and captured the western part of Armenia in 1473; this 
marked the first entry of the Osmanids through Armenian lands.  After capturing China he planned to take over all of Asia, but 
died.  The leaders of the Agh and Kara Koyunlu Turkish tribes who fought for the throne helped the Persian Safavid Dynasty 
build its kingdom.  The Safavids were Shia Muslims, who, from the outset, bore enmity toward the Sunni Turks.  For many 
years they battled each other on Armenian land, resulting in the complete destruction of cities, villages and people.  In 1514, 
Shah Ismayil, the King of Iran, and Sultan Selim I, with his 140,000 strong army, fought over Armenia.  The Sultan captured 
more land in Iran and entered Tabriz, the first capital city of the Safavids.  He left his throne to his son, Suleyman, who captured 

western Armenia from the Persians.  Later, in 1585, Murad II, conquered the rest of Armenia and Georgia.  
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The entres`  of  the church in  Khark
Esmayil Rayin (The Armenians of Iran)

The ruins of a Christian church  in the port at Khark Island, Iran. 
(Esmayil Rayin; The Armenians of Iran)



A  tombs of Christian church in Khark Island, Iran 
Esmayil Rayin; The Armenians of Iran

In Khark Island of Iran,  is constructed a large Christian church, most probably serving Christian 
constituents including  Portugis and Armenians. This pictures was taken from the book called ‘Ira-
nian Armenians’ by Esmayil Rayin, published in Tehran by (Amir Kabir Publishing House) the first 

volume in 1349, and second volume in 2536 Hejri.  



King Daryush II

The political, economic, and cultural relations between the Armenians and the Persians can be traced back to the remote past. 
Because of their geographic position, they served as a bridge connecting the countries of the Far East, the Mediterranean area, and 
Europe with one another.  Situated in a strategically important region, Armenia was always an apple of discord between powerful neigh-
bors.  Unfortunately in consequence of frequent wars, the borders of Armenia often changed.  
A close relationship between two countries was established already in the period of the formation of the Persian state. 
In the Achaemenean epoch, Armenian settlements existed in Persia, but they were mainly military camps of regiments sent there by 
Armenian princes to carry out subdivision and vassalage duties.  According to historiography sources, the first great deportation of 
Armenians to Iran took place in the 3rd century AD, under the Sasanian king Ardashir I (reigned 224–241).  Then, in the 4th century, 
Shapur II (proclaimed king at his birth in 309, and reigning until 379) settled thousands of deported Armenians in ancient Elam (Khuz-
estan) and in the northwestern regions of Persia. 
During the excavations of Shush (ancient Susa, the capital of Elam and the administrative capital of the Achaemeneans from 522 BC), 
several levels of the old city were unearthed and remarkable old objects, including Armenian, were discovered. 

Most of the northern provinces and cities of Iran, which formerly had belonged to the Armenians, in dif-
ferent historical periods, especially after Armenia lost its sovereignty, became parts of Persia.  Among 
those provinces and cities were Marand, large part of Paytakaran (Arasbaran), Urmia, Khoy, Salmas, 
Maku, Ardabil etc.  Throughout centuries, as a result of frequent wars, many Armenians were forced to 
migrate to Iran and settle in Tabriz (Davrejh), Maragha, Khoy, Makou, Rasht and, particularly in the 17th 
century, in central Persia, Isfahan and its suburbs.
Under the Achaemenean King Cyrus II (Cyrus the Great: reigned BC 550-529), Persia became a vast 
empire.  In 522 BC Daryush II  (Daryush the Great) ascended the throne.  Like the other kings of the 
Achaemenean dynasty, he conducted oppressive policy and severely punished the subject peoples of his 
empire, so that none of them should try to rebel against Achaemenean rules.  During wars, Armenian regi-
ments fought side by side with the Persian troops against various enemies such as Romans and Greeks. 

In ancient times, the modern Hamadan city of Iran was called Ekbatana; it was the royal residence of Median and later on 
Achaemenean kings.  144 km. west of Hamadan, on hewn rocks of Mount Behistun, King Daryush the Great’s high reliefs are 
preserved.  They depict him alongside his subjects, kings and princes, and are accompanied by a long trilingual inscription (521 

BC) in the Old Persian, Elamite, and Akkadian languages.  
This monument contains the first reference to Armenia (“Armina”) as a separate political unit.  The passage of the inscription 

related to Armenia and the Armenians are: Column II, 26: “King Daryush says: 
‘I sent to Armenia my Armenian commander` called Dadarshes, and I said to him: ‘Go, smite that rebellious host, which does not 
obey me.’  According to the inscription (II, 26-30), three times Dadarshes invaded Armenia but was unable to defeat the rebels 
completely, so Daryush decided to send to the disobedient country a Persian commander named Vaumisa, who in his turn fought 

two battles against the Armenians and finally subdued them.  



In the 4th century, Shapur II settled deported 
Armenians in ancient Elam (Khuzestan) in the 

northwestern regions of Iran. 

Inscription of Xerxes (Kuresh) 
about Armenia on a Van 
cliff, 5th century B. C.

Daryush trampels one of his enemies under foot, while he surveys the remaining kings who rose up against 
him.  The Behistun inscription also tells about another Armenian by the name Arakha Nebuchadnezzar, son 

of Nabonidus, who had risen in rebellion against Daryush I in Babylon. 
He had seized the throne in Babylon, but one of Daryush’ commanders, Intaphrenes, defeated Arakha. 

He was taken captive and crucified together with his allies. 



THE TOMB OF KINGS AT NAGSHE ROSTAM, IRAN 5TH CENTURY BC. 
“The Armeniad,” by Boris Baraton, 2005, Moscow). 

Mount Bisetun near the city of Hamadan in Iran, where 
the Great King Daryush ordered the history of 

his kingdom to be engraved into the stones. 

The head of Arakha, the Armenian Prince who 
called himself a king and was punished by King 
Daryush together with nine other princes as de-
picted (forth from left in line) in Nagshe Rostam.  



The Temples of Fire Naghshe` Rostam, Iran
(The Kaabe Zoroaster). Early 5th century,  B. C.

   

Inscriptions written about Armenia and Armenians on 
the rocky mountains of Behistun in Iran and Babylon.  

By Sir Robert Porter, 1886, London.

During the archaeological excavations of Persepolis, large silver tablets were found engraved in three languages: Old Persian, 
(ackeghian), old Babylonian, and Elamic old Susian.  They bear inscriptions in which Armenia and the Armenians are referred 
to.  The tablets are kept in the Archaeological Museum of Tehran.  In Xerxes’ inscriptions, too, Armenia is mentioned several 
times.  Here are two passages from the so-called “Davie inscription”: 
Sections 2-3:  “I am the King Xerxes, the King of Kings, son of the Persian King Darius the Great, an Achaemenean, Aryan 
origin, son of Persia.  Xerxes says: ‘By the grace of my God Ahura-Mazda these are the 23 countries of which I am king in 
addition to Persia.  They are obedient and bear me tribute, and they execute my commands.  My laws are observed in Media, 
Elam, Arachosia, Armenia, Drangiana, Parthia…’  King Xerxes says: ‘When I became king, which of these countries rose in 
rebellion, by the grace and help of Ahura-Mazda I subdued that country and put everything in order.’” 
In the following centuries the Parthians ruled in Persia and from the year 224 AD onwards, the Sasanians.  Located between 
the East and the West, Armenia continuously suffered from the conflict of their interests.  The greater part of the country was 
often subdued by Persia.  Naturally, throughout this period the Armenians developed permanent social, political, and cultural 
relations with the Persians.  Those contacts became closer after the establishment of the Arsacid kingdom in Armenia (in 63 
AD), until the year 224, when the Sasanian king Ardashir seized the throne in Iran.  The Armenian Arsacid dynasty, a cadet 
branch of the Parthian, ruled until 428 AD.
When, in 405, Mesrop Mahstots  created the Armenian alphabet, an unprecedented educational and cultural movement started 
in Armenia.  Many schools and monasteries were opened and numerous writings were translated into Armenian, especially 
from Greek and Syriac.  Thanks to those translations, a number of outstanding works, the originals of which are lost, have 
come down to us.  Those sources are extremely important for the elucidation of the history of extant and non-extant ancient 
peoples of Asia Minor and the Near East. 



Until the year 1620, the Persian and Ottoman conquerors fought war against each other in Armenia to occupy the 
northern provinces of the country.  The endless battles weakened the Turks, who had to retreat. 

Shah Abbas annexed the territory between the Araxes and Kura Rivers, including Eastern Armenia, to Iran. 
During this war our country was laid waste and the Armenian people were exhausted. 

Since the actions of the central authorities in Iran and their policy in the occupied territories were not well-organ-
ized, the Eastern Armenian provinces fell under the dominion of Persian Khans. 

Law, order, and justice were completely dependent on the whim of those immoral Khans.
 The Armenians found themselves in a desperate situation: not only the result of their tiring labor but also due to 

their wives and children being taken away from them. 
Throughout the 80 years of Safavid rule, just as before that, the Armenians living in hard conditions and paying 

heavy taxes would be unable to cure their wounds without assistance. 

However, the prudent Shah Abbas decided to entrust the govern-
ment of the newly conquered Armenian provinces of Artsakh to the 
local landowners and called them Meliks.  Those provinces were 
Siunik, Utik, Artsakh, Gyulistan, Jraberd, Khachen, Varanda, and 
Dizak.  Artsakh was divided into five melikutiuns (“princedoms”). 
The title melik was hereditary: the elder son, too, was called melik 
and succeeded his father, while the younger son was called bek. 
The beks had the status of noblemen within the melikutiuns.  One 
of the most famous beks in the history of Armenia was Davit Bek 
from the eminent Melik-Shahnazarian family of Artsakh. 
Each melik had a detachment of soldiers and a fortress built on an 
inaccessible hill.  He was the prince and general of his melikan-
land.  It was because of a disagreement between the Meliks that 
the Turks for the first time set foot in Artsakh, which was inhabited 
only by Armenians.

In 1722-28, the Armenian armed forces headed by Davit Bek stood firm against the invaders and gained independ-
ence in Artsakh and Siunik.  Davit Bek and his heroic allies (Mkhitar Sparapet, Stepanos Shahumyan, Bayandur, 
and Toros Ishkhan) waged fierce battles against the numberless Turkish horde and raised the Armenian flag high 
on the strongholds of Tatev and Vorotan.  The famous study entitled Khamseyi Melikutiunner by the great Persian-
Armenian novelist with Artsakhian roots, Raffi, examines the history of those princedoms (in Arabic, khamsey 
means “five”).  
The economic relations between Armenia and Iran furthered the development of crafts and commerce in our coun-
try.  Already in the 5th-6th centuries and subsequently under the Bagratids, the Armenians were engaged in lively 
trade.  During short periods of peace, some Armenian craftsmen and traders preferred to settle in Iran, but when 
the Seljuk and Mongol invaders destroyed the crafts in Armenia and ruined the flourishing cities, and when the 
country was subdued by savage conquerors and suffered indescribable oppression, the first migrants appeared on 
the routes leading to the northern coasts of the Caspian Sea. 
Later on, under Safavid rule, the brisk trade conducted by the Armenians both in Armenia and Iran, and the profit 
it yielded to the state treasury (through taxes), drew Shah Abbas’ attention.  He decided to deport a multitude of 
this wonder-working people to his country.  In 1603, by order of Shah Abbas and the threat of his soldiers, the 
inhabitants of the eastern provinces of Armenia had to leave their native land and move to the neighboring country 
on the Persian plateau.  After deporting the population of Armenia to Iran, the Shah gathered around him Armenian 
merchants and craftsmen.  He founded New Djulfa, near Isfahan, which would play, on a larger scale, the same role 
as Old Djulfa, which formerly stood modestly on the left bank of the Araxes River but was afterwards completely 
destroyed by the Turks. 



BATTLE BETWEEN PERSIANS AND KURDS NEAR THE CATHEDRAL OF ST . HRIPSIME IN EDJMIATSIN (ARMENIA).
Lithography, printed in color by Gagarin, Paris, 1847. 

 As the historian Arakel Davrizhetsi witnesses, not only “prominent men” migrated to Iran but also the population of whole 
villages. Shah Abbas made great efforts to prevent the Armenians from leaving Iran.  According to the same author, he 
showed love to the Armenian people and honored them, especially the inhabitants of Old Djulfa- whose leaders were called 
Khojay- such as Khojay Sapar, Khojay Nazar (Lazar), Khojay Valijan, etc.  Shah Abbas carried out this deportation for 
several (military, economic, and political) purposes.  He wished to develop trade with the help of Armenians, to stimulate 
internal and external commerce, to have the Armenians as allies in his war with Turkey, and so on.  The Armenian crafts-
men were mainly involved in goldsmithery, furriery, and carpentry.  Shah Abbas had appointed many Armenians to senior 
public positions.  They served as advisors, ambassadors, translators, military officers, generals, treasurers, tutors of princes, 
etc.  Shah Abbas I was succeeded by Shah Sefi and Shah Abbas II (reigned 1642-66), who were comparably well-disposed 
towards the Armenians, but under Shah Suleiman (reigned 1666-94) and his successor Shah Sultan Hussein (reigned 1694-
1722) the policy of the Safavid government abruptly changed.  The Armenians underwent severe social, political, and 
religious oppression.  In the 1670s and 1680s, a mass migration of Persian Armenians to other Asian countries (especially 
to India) and to Europe started.  It continued well into the 18th century as well.



A great repatriation of Persian Armenians to Armenia took place after the Treaty of Turkmenchay, when Russia annexed Eastern Armenia.  
In 1828-30 around 45,000 Armenians moved from northern Iran to Yerevan and Nakhijevan districts.  The condition of the Iranian Armenian 
colony partially improved in the 19th century, when the shah’s government, in order to overcome the economic stagnation and stimulate the 
crafts and trade, issued a number of decrees by which the limitations of the Armenians’ rights were abolished.  The forceful conversion of 
Armenians to Islam was prohibited, the taxes imposed on Armenian city dwellers and villagers were regulated, the Armenian Church lands 
were legalized, and Armenians were again appointed to high positions both in the government and in the court.  
According to statistical data, in 1815 around 80,000, and in 1980, around 200.000 Armenians were living in Iran.  
In the late twentieth century, the Armenian population included people from all social strata: business owners, traders, physicians, architects, 
numerous craftsmen, managers and workers in oil and other major industries.  Seventy-five percent of Armenians lived in cities (Tehran, Ta-
briz, New-Djulfa, Rasht, Rezayrh, Abadan, Ahvaz, Shiraz, and so on) while the remaining 25% lived in villages.  The intelligentsia included 
mainly teachers and officials in public institutions.  The community was governed by the diocesan council, which was acknowledged by the 
government.  In 1935 the council was given the right to administer the “Family and Inheritance Code of Iranian Armenians.”  Until 1958, 
the Iranian Armenian diocese was subordinate to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, but afterwards it separated from Etchmiadzin for 
political reasons and joined the diocese of Antelias.  There are three eparchy in Iran: Atrpatakan, which has 57 churches; Tehran, which has 
20 churches; and Isfahan, which has 23.  In addition, there are Catholic Armenian churches.  In 1931, the Iranian branch of the “Armenian 
General Benevolent Union” was established and in 1941, the “Ararat Armenian Cultural Organization.”  There were 40 Armenian schools 
in Iran, but some of them were closed after the change of the regime in the country.
Following meetings held in 1936 in Turkey, the government of Reza Shah Pahlavi closed all the Armenian schools under the pretext of an 
“Iranization” policy.  When subsequently they re-opened, the teaching of all subjects in Persian became compulsory, and only a few subjects 
(the Armenian Language, History of the Armenian People, and Music) were taught in Armenian.
Today there are departments of Armenian studies in several institutions of higher education in Iran.  Next to the Faculty of Literature at the 
University of Isfahan, the marvellous Armenological University building was erected.  The Faculty of Literature at the State University of 
Tehran has a Department of Armenian Studies.  Until now, 95 Armenian magazines have been published in Iran.  The first journal entitled 
Sharzhum (“Movement”) appeared in 1840. 
The Armenian population acquired the right to have representatives in the Majlis of Iran during the years of the Revolution (1905-11).  Thus, 
Armenians could elect two delegates, one from the north of the country and one from the southern and middle provinces.  In recent years, 
many Armenians have migrated from all regions of Iran, to different countries including Armenia, Russia, Europe, and The United States. 

ABBAS MIRZA, ROYAL PRINCE OF PERSIA MANDATED THAT ALL MINORETIES AMD IMMIGRANTS TREATED WITH 
THE UTMOST  RESPECT, HUMANITY AND CIVILITY. 



SARDAR ON HIS WAY TO YEREVAN

“Yerevan Khanate, 1736-1828” 

The Khanate of Yerevan was an administrative territory that was established by Safavid Persia in the early 17th century. 
As a result of the Persian defeat in the last war between Russia and Persia, it was ceded to the Russian Empire in accordance with the 1828 
Treaty of Turkmenchay. Immediately following this, the territories of the former Khanate of Yerevan, Khanate of Nakhichevan and Khanate 
of Karabakh were joined to Russian Empire.
During the Persian rule, the Shahs appointed the various khans as beglerbegī to preside over their domains, thus creating an administrative 
center. These khans from the Quajar tribe, also known as sardār, “chief”, governed the entire khanate, from the mid-17th century until the 
Russian occupation in 1828. The khanate was divided into fifteen administrative districts called maḥalls. 
Armenians in the territory of the Khanate lived under the immediate jurisdiction of the melik of Yerevan, from the House of the Melik-Agha-
malyan family, who had the sole right to govern them with the authorization of the shah. The inception of the melikdom of Yerevan appears 
only after the end of the last Ottoman and Persian Safavid war in 1639. The first known member of the family is a certain Melik Gilan but the 
first certain holder of the title of “melik of Yerevan” was Melik Aghamal and it may be from him that the house had taken its surname. One 
of his successors, Melik-Hakob-Jan, attended the coronation of Nāder Shah in the Mughan plain in 1736.
Under the melik of Yerevan were a number of other meliks in the khanate, with each maḥall inhabited by Armenians having its own local 
melik. The meliks of Yerevan themselves, especially the last, Melik Sahak II, were among the most important, influential and respected indi-
viduals in the khanate and both Christians and Muslims alike sought their advice, protection and intercession. Second in importance only to 
the khan himself, they alone among the Armenians of Yerevan were allowed to wear the dress of a Persian of rank. The melik of Yerevan had 
full administrative, legislative and judicial authority over Armenians up to the sentence of the death penalty, which only the khan was allowed 
to impose. The melik exercised a military function as well, because he or his appointee commanded the Armenian infantry contingents in the 
khan’s army. All the other meliks and village headmen (tanuters) of the khanate were subordinate to the melik of Yerevan and all the Armenian 
villages of the khanate were required to pay him an annual tax. .



BATTLE BETWEEN PERSIANS AND TURKS IN ERZROOM

BATTLE BETWEEN RUSSIANS AND TURKS IN TABRIZ



HISTORICAL CHAMBER OF TURKMANCHAY ABOUT SEPERATION OF ARMENIA  
BETWEEN PERSIAN  SARDAR AND RUSSIAN REPRESENTETIVE   
 Litography of Jules Laurens, “Voyage en Turkey and Persia”, 1853, paris. 

PERSIAN SARDAR QULAM ALI, HUNTING EAGEL IN TEHE MOUNTAINS OF OLD YEREVEN, ARMENIA



ABBAS MIRZA, ROYAL PRINCE OF PERSIAFATHALI SHAH QAJAR KING OF PERSIA

The paintings  on the wall of the Sardar’s palace in Yerevan when the city was under the Persian rule.

MOHAMAD REZA BEG, PERSIAN 
KHANATE REPRESENTETIVE IN YEREVAN 

TAHMASEP-QULI KHAN,  LATER BECOME 
NADER SHAH  KING OF PERSIA WAS

KHANATE RULER IN YEREVAN, 1736-47



The palace of Sardar was built on the northwestern side of the fortress in Yerevan. 
It was a wide square building with many rooms and was built by Sardar Huseyn-Ali-khan. 

The architecture was in the Persian style and featured a hall of mirrors (shushaband eyvan); 
its cornices were covered by colourful glass, 

the ceiling was painted with sparkling flowers, and on the walls of the large hall hung the oil
 paintings of Fath-Ali-Shah, Huseyn-Gholi-khan, Prince Abbas Mirza,  and Persian legendary 

hero Faramarz, among others.  There was a swimming pool in the palace which was made, 
in colourful patterns, of marble and was two meters (3 arshin) deep. 

There were two mosques in Yerevan: the first was built in 1725 by Rajab Pasha and was 
named after him.  During Persian rule, the Sunny mosque was used as an arsenal; 

the second, named Abbas Mirza, was a Persian Shia Muslim mosque and 
was built at a time when Yerevan was part of the Persian Empire.

SARDAR HUSEYN QULI KHAN QAJAR (RULER, 1807-28) SEATED IN THE ‘MIRROR PALACE 

DURING THE PERSIAN KHANATE OCCUPATION OF YEREVAN



THE RUINS OF THE OLD BAZZAR IN YEREVEN

AN OLD BUILDING DURING OCCUPATION  OF PERSIAN KHANATE IN YEREVAN



BAZZAR AND THE GEOY MOSQUE IN YEREVAN DURING THE PERSIAN KHANATE RULE 

SETRAK ARAKELIAN, OIL ON CANVAS



THE REPATRIOTION OF 40,000 ARMENIANS FROM IRAN TO ARMENIA



Returning of Armenians from Iran to home, to Armenia 
organized by General Yeghiazar Lazarian, he was the 

mayor of Tabriz at the time.



General Yermolov was one of the best artillery officers in 

the Russian Army.  For ten years he was  imperial 

Ambassador to Persia.  In 1827, his career came to end.  He 

was replaced by Commander Ivan Paskevich, who, with the 

help of General Yeghiazar Lazarian, became very active in 

repatriating Armenians from Iran to Russian Armenia.  He 

became known as Yerevansky Paskevich. 

THE NEGOTIATION BETWEEN GENERAL YERMOLOV AND CATHOLICOS YEPREM 

OF ARMENIA IN YEREVAN, MOUNT ARARAT IS ABOVE. 

(Lithographyby Shultz)

  IN BATTLE WITH THE TURKS IN KARS



Graf Paskevich
General Paskevich was a Russian military leader. He was 
named Count of Yerevan in 1828.  This was the year in 
which, with the help of a Russian Colonel, the Armenian 
Yeghiazar Lazarian, he succeeded in repatriating 40,000 
Armenians from Iran to Armenia.  At the outbreak of war 
with Persia in 1826, he was appointed second in command 
and, the following year, rose to commander-in-chief, gain-
ing rapid and brilliant successes, which.  As a reward for his 
services, he was named the Count of Yerevan and received 
one million rubles and a diamond mounted sword.  At the 
age of 47, he became Field Marshal.  He died at the age of 

88 in Warsaw.

Yeghiazar H. Lazarian was born in 1788 in 
Moscow.  He was Hovakim Lazarian’s son.  From 1814, he 
served in the Guards’ Mounted Troop as a bodyguard of the 
Tsar.  In 1826, Yeghiazar became colonel in the Russian army. 
In October 1827 he took part in the conquest of Atrpatakan 
and Tabriz.  He became the commandant and mayor of Tabriz 
and also participated in the peace negotiations between Rus-

sians, Persians and Turks in 
Dehkarkhan and Turkmenchay (details follow).

He planned the repatriation of Persian 
Armenians.  In February 1828 Paskevich appointed Yeghiazar 
Lazarian head of the committee for the immigration of Per-

sian Armenians. 
Yeghiazar’s efforts led to the resettlement of 50,000 Armeni-
ans (8,249 Armenian families) from Atrpatakan to the Prov-
inces of Armenia and Karabakh, for which he was awarded 
St. Anna’s Order.  After the expatriation of Nerses Ashtaraket-
si, Yeghiazar Lazarian, accused by the Russian government 
of creating Armenian militia and attempting to restore the Ar-
menian statehood, was exiled from the Caucasus.  Resigning 
from military service, Yeghiazar returned to St. Petersburg. 

He died in 1870. 
In 1830 he was awarded the Persian 

“Lion and Sun” order.

GENERAL  PASKEVICH 
Lithography by Henry Tranzachel, 

Paris, 1840 

GENERAL Y. LAZARIAN
Lithography by Henry Tranzachel, 

Paris, 1840 



Rostom Madatian was born in 1782 in Avetaranots, a village of the 
Askeran region of Nagorno-Karabakh, in a minor Armenian noble 
family as a melik (prince). At the age of 15 he left Karabakh for St. 
Petersburg with senior nobleman to seek support from Catherine the 
Great in their efforts to abolish Muslim control of the region. In St. 
Petersburg, young Madatian joined the Leib Guard Preobrazhensky 
Regiment and for the next 10 years spent his time training and serving 
in lower officer ranks. Madatian saw action for the first time in 1808 
on the Danube during the storming of the Brailov fortress, where he 
received his first order of commendation. In 1810 Madatian joined the 
Aleksandriya Hussar Regiment as a captain and later as a major. Ma-
datov’s first major combat experience was during the Russo-Turkish 
War, 1806-1812. For his actions against the Turks he was given on 11 
April 1811 the Order of St. George of 4th degree. During Napoleon’s 
invasion of Russia, he commanded a detachment, and successfully 
served in Kobryn and Barysaŭ, as well as during the capture of Vil-
nius. In 1812 Madatian received the rank of colonel. The next year he 
was injured in Leipzig. Still not fully recovered from his wound, Ma-
datian  was there to march his men across Paris. He would remain in 
France as one of the commanders of the occupational forces and as the 
Commander of the Hussar Brigade. Field Marshal Hans Karl von Die-
bitsch referred to Madatian as “the Russian Murat. He was called back 
in 1815 to serve in the Caucasus, due to his familiarity with the region 
and the fact that he knew most of the major languages spoken in the 
area. He managed to consolidate Russian power by broke ring peace 
with the local regional rulers. In 1816 Madatian was appointed as the 
commander-in-chief of the Russian forces of the Karabakh khanate, in 
the following year - he was in command of the forces in several other 
former khanates. In 1818 Aleksey Petrovich Yermolov subjugated the 
Chechens with the aid of Madatian.
In 1826 Persia attacked Karabakh, starting the Russo-Persian War, 
1826-1828. Madatian hurried to Tiflis to take command of the forces 
which would push the Persians out of Southern Caucasus. Madatian  
routed the Persians on the banks of the Shamkhor river and retook 
Ganja on September 5. Upon hearing the news, crown prince of Persia 
Abbas Mirza lifted the siege of Shusha and marched towards Ganja. 
Additional Russian reinforcements under Ivan Paskevich arrived just 
in time unther the forces with Madatian and to form a 8,000-strong 
corps under Paskevich’s command. Near Ganja they fell upon the Per-
sians and forced them to retreat across the Araks river back to Persia. 
On 28 September of the same year Madatian was made Lieutenant 
General. He concluded his career fighting the Turks once again on the 
Danube during the Russo-Turkish War, 1828-1829. On September 4, 
1829, two days after the signing of a peace treaty that ended the war, 
Madatian passed away from a pulmonary disease, which was sharply 
aggravated as a result of the burdens of marching during the war. 

 (Rostom Madatian)
Prince Valerian Grigoryevich

Madatov (1782 -1831)  

Alexander  V. Suvorov
Son of Ditzuhi Manukian

(1729-1800) 
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The outstanding general of the Russian Empire army, who campaigns 
throughout Europe and Asia. From his mother Ditzuhi Manukian was 
an Armenian from a warriors family. His grandfather Simon Manuki-
an was a distinguished officer in the Elite bodyguard (lebguarde) of 
Peter the Great, and his son` Alexanders uncle, was in the service of 
Catherine The Great of Russia.  
The Russians long cherished the memory of Suvorov. A great captain, 
viewed from the standpoint of any age of military history, he functions 
specially as the great captain of the Russian nation, for the character 
of his leadership responded to the character of the Russian soldier. In 
an age when war had become an act of diplomacy he restored its true 
significance as an act of force. He had a great simplicity of manner, 
and while on a campaign lived as a private soldier, sleeping on straw 
and contenting himself with the humblest fare. But he had himself 
passed through all the gradations of military service.
According to D.S. Mirsky, Suvorov “gave much attention to the form 
of his correspondence, and especially of his orders of the day. These 
latter are highly original, deliberately aiming at unexpected and strik-
ing effects. Their style is a succession of nervous staccato sentences, 
which produce the effect of blow and flashes. Suvorov’s official re-
ports often assume a memorable and striking form. His writings are as 
different from the common run of classical prose as his tactics were 
from those of Frederick or Marlborough”.
His gibes procured him many enemies. He had all the contempt of 
a man of ability and action for ignorant favourites and ornamental 
carpet-knights. But his drolleries served sometimes to hide, more 
often to express, a soldierly genius, the effect of which the Russian 
army did not soon outgrow. If the tactics of the Russians in the Russo-
Japanese War of 1904 - 1905 reflected too literally some of the max-
ims of Suvorov’s Turkish wars, the spirit of self-sacrifice, resolution 
and indifference to losses there shown formed a precious legacy from 
those wars. Mikhayel Ivanovich Dragomirov declared that he based 
his teaching on Suvorov’s practice, which he held representative of 
the fundamental truths of war and of the military qualities of the Rus-
sian nation.
The magnificent Suvorov Museum was opened in Saint Petersburg 
to commemorate the centenary of the general’s death, in 1900. Apart 
from St Petersburg, other Suvorov monuments have been erected in 
Ochakov (1907), Sevastopol, Izmail, Tulchin, Kobrin, Ladoga, Kher-
son, Timanovka, Simferopol, Kaliningrad, Konchanskoe, Rymnik, 
and in the Swiss Alps. On July 29, 1942 The Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR established the Order of Suvorov. It was awarded 
for successful offensive actions against superior enemy forces. 



Count M. T. Loris-Melikov, (Melikian) Russian statesman, General of the Cavalry, 
Adjutant General of the Svita, son of an Armenian merchant, was born in 1825, and 
educated in St Petersburg, first in the Lazarev School of Oriental Languages, and af-
terwards in the Guards’ Cadet Institute. He joined a hussar regiment, and four years af-
terwards (1847) he was sent to the Caucasus, where he remained for more than twenty 
years, and made for himself during troublous times the reputation of a distinguished 
cavalry officer and an able administrator. In the latter capacity, though a keen soldier, 
he aimed always at preparing the warlike and turbulent population committed to his 
charge for the transition from military to normal civil administration, and in this work 
his favourite instrument was the schoolmaster.
In the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78 he commanded a separate corps d’armée on the 
Turkish frontier in Asia Minor. After taking the fortress of Ardahan, he was repulsed 
by Mukhtar Pasha at Zevin, but subsequently defeated his opponent at Aladzhi, took 
Kars by storm, and laid siege to Erzerum. For these services he received the title of 
Count. He was awarded the Order of Saint George of the second degree on October 
27th 1877 for his service in Aladzhi.
In the following year Loris-Melikian became the temporary governor-general of the 
region of the Lower Volga to combat an outbreak of the plague. The measures he 
adopted proved so effectual that he was transferred to the provinces of Central Russia 
to combat the Nihilists and Anarchists, who had adopted a policy of terrorism, and had 
succeeded in assassinating the governor of Kharkov.

(Loris Melikian)
General M. Loris Melikov

 (1825-1888)

General Vasili Behbutov (Barsegh Behbutian), was the one who plaid a crucial role in 
the liberation of Armenia from foreign yoke. Count Barsegh H. Behbutian was born 
in Armenian noble family. From early age he studies the art of war in the 1st Cade 
Corps of St. Petersburg Military Academy. In 1809 he was dispatched to Caucasus to 
fight the raging military insurgency. He distinguished himself in the Patriotic War of 
1812 against the invading armies of Napoleon. In 1816 he was appointed along with 
Count Yermolov as the co-governor of Caucasus and subsequently as the diplomatic 
representative to Persia. At the outbreak of the Russo-Turkish War of 1828-29, Count 
Behbutian led the liberation and defence of Akhaltskha in the historic Armenian Ja-
vakhk province. Between 1830-38 Count General Behbutian was the governor of the 
Armenian Province incorporating much of liberated Armenia. In 1844, he was ap-
pointed by the Tsar as the supreme military commander of Northern Caucasus and 

fought the rebellion in Dagestan led by Shamil. Between 1847-53 and 1854-58 
Behbutian held the post of the governor of Transcaucasus. At the outbreak of the 
Crimean War (1853-56) General Behbutian was immediately transferred to the front 
and led the heroic defence of Crimea. In 1853, Behbutov’s division scored historic 
victories in battles of Bashkadiklar and Kuruk-Dara. From 1854 until the end of the 
Crimean War, Count Behbutian was in charge of organizing and holding the front 
against the Turkish penetration further inland. Count General Vasili Behbutian re-
ceived numerous medals and decorations for a distinguished service as gifted military 
general His remains are interred at the Alexander Nevsky Lavra in Saint Petersburg.

(Barsegh Behbutian)
General Vasili Behbutov

(1791-1858)
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His success in this struggle led to his appointment as chief of the Supreme Executive Commission which had been created in St Pe-
tersburg after the February 1880 assassination attempt on the tsar to deal with the revolutionary agitation in general. Here, as in the 
Caucasus, he showed a decided preference for the employment of ordinary legal methods rather than exceptional extra-legal measures, 
and an attempt on his own life soon after he assumed office did not shake his convictions. In his opinion the best policy was to strike at 
the root of the evil by removing the causes of popular discontent, and for this purpose he recommended to the emperor Alexander II a 
large scheme of administrative and economic reforms. Alexander, who was beginning to lose faith in the efficacy of the simple method 
of police repression hitherto employed, lent a willing ear to the suggestion; and when the Supreme Commission was dissolved in August 
1880, he appointed Count Loris-Melikian Minister of the Interior with exceptional powers.
The proposed scheme of reforms was at once taken in hand, but it was never carried out. On the very day (13 March 1881) that the em-
peror signed a ukase creating several commissions, composed of officials and eminent private individuals, who should prepare reforms 
in various branches of the administration, he was assassinated by Nihilist conspirators; and his successor, Alexander III, at once adopted 
a strongly reactionary policy. Count Loris-Melikian didn’t immediately resign but when the new Emperor started to undo some of the 
reforms that his father, Alexander II had promulgated, Count Loris-Melikian resigned several months later and lived in retirement until 
his death, which took place at Nice on 22 December 1888. 



CAPTURING OF YEREVAN FORTRESS BY RUSSIAN ARMY, OCTOBER 1827

(Lithography by Shultz)

Yerevan fortress was built by Farhat Pasha during Turkish rule in 1582 and destroyed by an earthquake in 
1679.  Later, Persian Zal Khan of Yerevan asked the Shah for help to rebuild Yerevan, including the fortress, 
in order to erect a palace for Sardar Khan, the Persian ruler in Yerevan.  The job was completed, but the 

fortress was completely demolished in 1930 during the Soviet regime. 

THE CROSSING OF THE ARAXES RIVER BY THE RUSSIAN ARMY, COMMANDED BY GENERAL PASKEVICH. 
(Lithography by Mashkov)



RUSSIAN VICTORY OVER THE PERSIANS BY THE JAVAN-BULAGH, JUNE 5, 1827.

(Lithography by Shultz)

THE CAPTURE OF SARDAR-ABAD FORTRESS BY RUSSIAN, SEPTEMBER 1827, 

(Lithography by Boris Levkovich)



THE CAPTURE OF ABBAS-ABAD FORTRESS BY THE RUSSIAN ARMY, 1827

(Lithograp hy by Vladmir Begrov )

AT JAVANBULAGH., THE RUSSIANS CAPTURE THE FLAG AFTER WINNING THE BATTLE

(Lithography by Boris Levkovich)



RUSSIANS DESTROYED THE TURKISH ARMY IN THE BATTLE OF BAYBURED, JULLY 1829

(Lithography by  Roubo)

RUSSIAN ARMY ENTERING YEREVAN, OCTOBER 1827.

(Lithography by Boris Levkovich)



CONQUEST OF AKHALTSKHAY BY RUSSIAN, AUGUST 15, 1828.

(Lithography by Mashkov)

THE PASSAGE OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY OVER THE SOGHANLOO MOUNTAINS, 1829. 

(Lithography by Mashkov)



TAKING OF ERZEROOM BY RUSSIAN, JUNE 1829

(Lithography by Mashkov)

THE BATTLE OF CANLY

(Lithography by Mashkov)



CAPTURE OF THE TURKISH LEADER PASHA HACKI BY THE RUSSIAN ARMY, 1827

(Lithography by Mashkov)

DEPICTIONS OF THE VOLUNTEER ARMENIAN ARMY FLAGS FOR FORCES, 1827.



THE SEAL OF THE CONTRACT OF TURKMENCHAY BETWEEN RUSSIANS AND PERSIANS OVER ARMENIA, 

(Lithography by Mashkov)

THE RUSSIAN ARMY CROSSING OVER THE ARAXES RIVER TO CAPTURE TABRIZ 
(Lithography by Boris levkovich)



THE END OF TREADY OF “ TURKMENCHY” AGREMENT 

BETWEEN GENERAL PASKEVICH & PRINCE  ABBAS-MIRZA

IN DEHKHARKAN, NOVEMBER  1827, 

Lithography by; V.I. Mashkoff



THE REPATRIOTION OF 40,000 ARMENIANS FROM IRAN TO ARMENIA 

UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF GENERAL YEGHIAZAR LAZARIAN 

AFTER THE TREATY OF TURKMENCHAY IN 1828,  

Lithography by V.I. Mashkoff 1832. 

Painting by Roubo



YEREVAN SQUARE, ARMENIA, 1991. 

INDEPENDENT ARMENIA



YEREVAN  CAPITAL OF ARMENIA

For a brief period from 1918 to 1920, Armenia re-emerged as an independent republic. In late 1920, local communists came to 
power following an invasion of Armenia by the Soviet Red Army, and in 1922, Armenia became part of the Trans-Caucasian So-
viet Socialist Republic. In 1936, it became the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic. Armenia declared its independence from 
the Soviet Union on September 21, 1991
A former republic of the Soviet Union, Armenia is a unitary, multiparty, democratic nation-state with an ancient and historic 
cultural heritage. The Kingdom of Armenia became the first state to adopt Christianity as its religion in the early years of the 4th 
century (the traditional date is 301). The modern Republic of Armenia recognizes the Armenian Apostolic Church as the national 
church of Armenia, although the republic has separation of church and state.
Armenia is a member of more than 40 international organisations, including the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the Asian 
Development Bank, the Commonwealth of Independent States, the World Trade Organization, World Customs Organization, the 
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation, and La Francophonie. It is a member of the CSTO military alliance, and 
also participates in NATO’s Partnership for Peace (PfP) programme. In 2004 its forces joined KFOR, a NATO-led international 
force in Kosovo. It is also an observer member of the Eurasian Economic Community and the Nonaligned Movement. The 
country is an emerging democracy, and is currently in a negotiation process with the European Union, of which it may become 
an Associate Member in the near future. The Government of Armenia holds European integration as a key priority in its foreign 
policy as it is considered a European country by the European Union. 
Politics of Armenia takes place in a framework of a presidential representative democratic republic. According to the Consti-
tution of Armenia, the President is the head of government and of a multi- party system. Executive power is exercised by the 
government. Legislative power is vested in both the government and parliament. The unicameral parliament (also called the 
Azgayin Zhoghov or National Assembly) is controlled by a coalition of four political parties: the conservative Republican party, 
the Prosperous Armenia party, the Rule of Law party and the Armenian Revolutionary Federation. The main opposition party is 
Raffi Hovannisian’s Heritage party, which favors eventual Armenian membership in the European Union and NATO.




